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ABOARD THE WRONG SHIP IN THE RIGHT BOOKS:
DORIS MILLER AND HISTORICAL ACCURACY
by Neil Sapper
Doris Miller, a young black man from Waco, enlisted in the
United States Navy at the Recruiting Station in Dallas, Texas on
September 19, 1939.' Within four years, his actions-as well as
the official reaction-revealed the harsh extent of racial
discrimination both in the Navy and in the civilian society that it
mirrored. And as the case of Doris Miller reveals, racial
discrimination can cloud a record of valor.
When he entered the Navy as a Mess Attendant, third class,
Doris Miller became one of slightly more than 4,000 black sailors
who served exclusively in the Steward's Branch. Recruitment of
black messmen to work in the galleys and laundries of the U. S.
Navy resumed in 1932, after an interruption of nearly thirteen
years. Prior to that time, the Navy virtually excluded blacks in
favor of Filipinos for these duties. l Unsurprisingly, the black
newspaper in Miller's home town took umbrage at the treatment
accorded a Navy recruiting announcement aimed at black
Wacoans in the white daily in that city:
Our local daily puts it, presumably ... in forced
humor, as giving colored men the opportunity of "totin'
plates instead of cotton sacks ..." Just think of it! The only
way Negroes can die in Uncle Sam's democratic Navy
is-slinging hash. 3
Heightening this irony, within four month s a black Wacoan
"slinging hash" aboard the U.S.S. West Virginia in Pearl Harbor
became the first United States hero of World War II.
According to accounts of events at Pearl Harbor on
December 7, 1941, Doris Miller was collecting laundry when the
alarm for General Quarters sounded.' Enroute to his battle
station during the Japanese air attack, he risked the bombing,
strafing, and flame-swept decks to assist the mortally wounded
commanding officer, Captain Mervyn Bennion, to a place of
greater safety. Another officer on the bridge of the West Virginia
ordered Miller to supply ammunition to a pair of inactive machine
guns on deck. When that officer, Ensign Victor Delano, next
checked the machine guns, he saw Miller firing one of them. It
was Miller's first experience with such a weapon because
messmen were not given the gunnery training received by white
Neil Sapper is an Associate Professor aj"Social Sciences at Amarillo Collef(e in Amarillo,
Texas.
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sailors. He was quoted later in a self-deprecatory account of his
valor:
It wasn't hard. I just pUlled the trigger and she worked
fine. I had watched the others with these guns. I guess I
fired her for about fifteen minutes ... They were diving
pretty close to us.'
Before the heat of the flames on the West Virginia forced its crew
to leap into the sea, Miller had directed his machine gun so
effectively that possibly four Japanese aircraft were shot down as
they passed over his station.
The inexact number ofplanes shot down by Miller is but one
of the blurred areas on the historical record of his heroism.
According to Navy Department records, Messman Miller shot
down one enemy airplane, but according to Miller and some
witnesses, the number ofhits was at least four and perhaps as high
as six. 6 Unfortunately, no immediate account of the action at
Pearl Harbor was given because Frank Knox, the Secretary of the
Navy, imposed a news blackout which lasted for ten days.' In the
incredible confusion following the attack. Secretary Knox
reported his findings following a personal inspection tour in
Hawaii. Seeking to assuage a battered national morale, Knox
made vague reference to a "seaman aboard a battleship" who
"single-handedly manned a machine gun and blasted an attacking
torpedo plane as it leveled against his ship .... "6 Unfortunate-
ly, the Navy Secretary failed to identify the heroic sailor.
As more news was released from Pearl Harbor, an
anonymous officer who supposedly served on the U .S.S.Arizona
(the hardest-hit warship at Pearl Harbor) was quoted in this
eyewitness account:
... A Negro mess attendant who never before had
fired a gun manned a machine gun on the bridge until the
ammunition was exhausted ....
At this point, the number of Japanese aircraft shot down by the
heroic unidentified sailor was designated vaguely and the ship
being defended was identified mistakenly as the Arizona. In the
same time-span, the armed forces of the United States were
already recognizing and validating the valor of other heroes. For
example, Captain Colin P. Kelly, Jr. was posthumously praised
as the first U.S. hero in World War II. Kelly, a white aviator, was
acclaimed for sinking a Japanese battleship three days after the
attack on Pearl Harbor1o Unfortunately, it was later learned that
the "battleship" was, in reality, a much smaller cruiser and that it
was not even sunk as first be1ieved. ll In addition, the War
Department publicly cited six white aviators for air action during
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the attack on Pearl Harbor. But the "Negro mess attendant"
remained unidentified for three months.
During those months, the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (N AACP) grew restive over the
discrepancy in the ability of the Navy to identify white heroes
while it seemed unable to identify the "Negro mess attendant"
who had performed so gallantly at Pearl Harbor. Joining the
NAACP on this issue was the outspoken black newspaper, the
Pillsburgh Courier, which was edited by Rubert L. Vann." In
response iu this pressure, the Navy Department, in February
1942, announced
that the colored messman ... and two Negro workmen,
along with four white men who labored heroically under
fire during the vicious Japanese attack ... , may receive
Naval awards ... '3
Finally, after concerted effort by civil rights organizations (e.g.,
.he NAACP), the black press (e.g., the Pittsburgh Courier), and
public figures (e.g., Congressman Vito Marcantonio of New York
and Republican presidential-aspirant Wendell Willkie), the Navy
revealed in March 1942, that the "Negro mess attendant" was
Doris Miller of Waco, Texas." This revelation was accompanied
by a standard letter of citation from Navy Secretary Frank Knox
which recognized Miller's actions.
However, the mere letter of citation seemed to stir the
various organizations and individuals to seek an award more
commensurate with the valor exhibited by the first U.S. hero of
the war. By comparison, the Navy awarded the second highest
award available to its personnel, the Navy Cross, to a white sailor
who had aided in the rescue of nine aviators who were adrift on life
rafts after their plane was shot down off Oahu during the attack on
Pearl Harbor." The Pittsburgh Courier editorialized: "We would
like to know why it required so long to identify Mr. Miller, and
why to date he has received no reward for his heroism." ,. The
black press took the lead in the movement which sought to have
the Navy confer a suitably higher award upon Miller. To that end,
Congressman John D. Dingell (D.-Michigan) and Senator James
M. Mead (D.-New York) introduced concurrent legislation to
authorize President Franklin Roosevelt to award the
Congressional Medal of Honor, the nation's highest military
award, to Doris Miller.'7
The movement to gain more suitable recognition of the
heroic messman included such groups as the Fraternal Council of
Churches, the Southern Negro Youth Council, The National
Negro Congress, leading black fraternities and sororities, and the
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national black press, as well as thousands of individuals. IS
However, the Navy proved immediately unresponsive. The
Pittsburf.?h Courier reported that Navy Secretary Knox had
indicated opposition to the legislation pending in Congress to
award the Medal of Honor to Miller. In reply to an inquiry made
by Edgar G. Browne, president of the National Negro Congress,
Knox wrote that he already had provided a letter of
commendation to Miller and that
... in view of the recommendations of the Pacific Coast
Fleet Board of Awards and CINCPAC [Commander in
Chiefof the Pacific Fleet], the recognition already awarded
is deemed sufficient and appropriate ... 19
Despite the adamant stance adopted by the Navy Secretary,
the force of black public opinion had some impact. Earlier, in
1941, black leaders of national stature had threatened to organize
a march on Washington, D.C. The leaders of the March on
Washington Movement, envisioned a massive demonstration by
100,000 black people in protest over white resistance to black
employment in the rapidly-growing defense industries stimulated
by federal contracts. To avert the damaging image of black
protest over undemocratic hiring practices in the arsenal of
democracy, President Roosevelt issued Executive Order No.
8802 which opened many defense industries to blackjob-seekers.
Now that the United States was at war seeking to defend
democracy, the implications of the protest over the Navy's
treatment of Doris Miller had great potential to damage morale
among black people. At that time, some black leaders began
calling for a double victory in the war; a victory for democracy
both abroad and at home.
In an obvious attempt to circumvent this growing protest, the
Navy Department announced that the heroic messman from
Waco would receive the Navy Cross in an appropriate award
ceremony on May 27, 1942. Because of unrelenting pressure, in
one week's time Secretary Knox moved from his original
sentiment that a mere letter of citation was "sufficient and
appropriate," to reconsider Miller's valor as deserving of the
second highest award available to Navy personneL20 By his
action rescinding the original letter of commendation and
ordering the conferral of the Navy Cross, Knox made Doris
Miller the first black recipient of the Navy CrosS. 2I
On May 27, 1942, aboard an unidentified ship in Pearl
Harbor, the Commander-in-Chief of the Pacific Fleet-Admiral
Chester Nimitz of Fredricksburg, Texas-conferred the Navy
Cross upon his fellow Texan, Doris Miller. As the only black
sailor among the nine honorees at the ceremony, Miller was
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singled out by the crusty admiral, who remarked:
This marks the first time in the present conflict that
such high tribute has been made in the Pacific Fleet to a
member of hi s race, and I am sure that the future will see
others similarly honored . . .22
And certainly he was not the last, as a significant number of black
sailors matched Miller's heroism, but Miller did not live to see
their deeds.
Following a Christmas leave in 1942, when he saw his home
and family in Waco for the last time, Doris Miller reported to duty
aboard the aircraft carrier Lis('ome Bay as a Mess Attendant, first
class. During the battle of the Gilbert Islands in November 1943,
his ship was torpedoed and sunk in the Pacific Ocean. All 655 men
aboard the stricken vessel were lost. At that time, Doris Miller
.had been promoted to Cook, third class, and probably worked in
the ship's galley at the time of his death. 23
On June 3, 1972, the U.S.S. Miller was launched at Avondale
Shipyards in Louisiana. Named in honor of Doris Miller, the new
destroyer escort commemorated the black sailor's heroism
during World War II. The launching was reported by the nation's
press and most newspaper accounts included a reprise of Miller's
brave deeds on December 7, J94 I. While those news stories
correctly placed Miller aboard the U.S.S. West Virginia at Pearl
Harbor, most historical accounts inexplicably have described
Miller's activities as having taken place nearby aboard the U .S.S.
Arizona during the surprise attack.
Because of a combination of incredible confusion both at
Pearl Harbor and in Washington, and a curious reticence about a
black naval hero by his own white superiors, some of the most
respected secondary works dealing with black history during
World War II have echoed inaccuracies which confuse the record
of the first U.S. hero of the war. In 1944, The Negro Handbook. a
reference work published annually, proclaimed Miller's heroism
and erroneously designated his ship as the Arizona. 24 This error
was compounded in April 1947, when the Journal of Negro
History published an essay by Lawrence D. Reddick which
discussed the heroism of Doris Miller. Reddick's account was
faithful to Miller's testimony in the aftermath of the attack, but
the messman was described as collecting laundry aboard the
A rizona at the time of the attack. 25 This postwar essay, which
makes a strong case for Miller as this country's first hero in the
war, greatly influenced other writers.
Another important study which also appeared in 1947 and
gave evidence of the influence ofReddick's essay was John Hope
Franklin's survey of the history of black people in the United
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States, From Slavery to Freedom. Not only did Franklin credit
Reddick's assistance in his preface and in his bibliographic notes,
but his study also repeated the erroneous statement that Doris
Miller was aboard theAriwna at Pearl Harbor. 2 • Unfortunately,
this influential work has gone through four editions and the
erroneous information concerning Dori s Miller remains
uncorrected." Even more unfortunately, this historiographical
error has not been confined to these important scholarly
publications.
In 1951, a monograph which surveyed the integration of
blacks into the United States Navy also repeated the error."
Based upon his master's thesis written at Howard University in
1947-the same year as the publication of the work of both
Reddick and Franklin-Dennis D. Nelson's study gained
credibility from the fact that the author was both black and a
commissioned officer in the United States Navy." By 1954 the
inaccuracy was repeated in another historical work, William Z.
Foster's study of the black experience in the United States. 3D
From that point, the erroneous designation of Doris Miller's ship
at Pearl Harbor has appeared in numerous reference books
dealing with black history .31 A more recent repetition of the error
came to light, ironically enough, in Miller's home town. The
Ethnic Cultural Studies Handbook, published by the Waco
(Texas) Independent School District, places the black Wacoan on
the deck of the Arizona. 32
The historical facts of Doris Miller's bravery have been
published in correct form in only four instances. The earliest of
the four books, written by the Langston Hughes for juvenile
readers, was entitled Famous Negro Heroes ofAmerica. 33 An
unofficial Naval biographical dictionary sets the facts
accurately. 34 The third correct account was provided by Phillip T.
Drotning in a book also aimed at juvenile readers."' And finally,
Jack D. Foner has written accurately of Miller in his recent study
of the black military experience in the United States. 3 • Despite
these four exceptions to the erroneous treatment of Miller's
exploits at Pearl Harbor, the greater mass of literature dealing
with his heroism also reinforces the original error.
Long before the Navy named a ship for Miller, a black
newspaper in Houston commented upon the meaning of his
sacrifice and the most effective homage that the Navy might pay a
dead hero:
Now that Doris Miller's dead, our Navy might very
well, instead ofnaming a ship for him and nothing more, set
up as a testimonial to him a new era ofjustice and fair play
to Negroes ... in the ... U.S. Navy."
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The Navy has made progress in race relations and equal
opportunity since Doris Miller's brave actions at Pearl Harbor.
The keepers of the historical record have done less well for
this country's first hero of World War II. There is an old adage
that history does not repeat itself, only historians do that.
Unfortunately for Miller, too many historians have not only
repeated themselves but they have repeated the same error by
placing the Texan hero of Pearl Harbor aboard the Arizona. Just
as the Navy was charged to give Doris Miller a fitting memorial,
historians should honor his valor with historical accuracy.
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THE FRONTIER WOMAN AS CITY WORKER:
WOMEN'S OCCUPATIONS IN DALLAS, TEXAS, 1856-1880
hy Elizabeth York Ens/am
The frontier has usually been seen as a man's world of mining
camps, cattle drives, cavalry expeditions, hunting, trapping and
fighting. Frederick Jackson Turner referred to colonists and
pioneers with masculine pronouns, and almost a century later
David M. Potter stated that "for American women, as
individuals, opportunity began pretty much where the frontier left
off." 1 While it is true that wild country offered only one life for
women, that of the frontier farmwife, scholars have largely
ignored the women who lived in the frontier towns, a significant
proportion of the population.
Dallas, Texas, like Louisville, Cleveland, and Chicago
among others, was the result of "townjobbing. " Founded in 1841
by speculator-promoter John Neely Bryan, within forty years
Dallas developed from an agricultural village to a country town
with an economy built on cotton and wheat, then into a frontier
"boom town" with the coming ofthe railroads. By its very nature
town life offered women increased opportunities for earning
money. While there were, obviously, limits to the number of
dressmaker-milliners, teachers, boardinghouse keepers, and
domestic servants that the small town could support before 1870,
at every stage of development, early Dallas gave employment to
women, ranging from work closely related to women's traditional
work in the home, to partnerships in family businesses, then to
new kinds of jobs as the railroads brought industrialization and
increased business opportunities. Before 1856 the existing
sources are too sparse for any kind of systematic study of
women's work in Dallas. After 1880 so many new trends appeared
that a separate analysis is needed.
Even before 1856 random comments in diaries and memoirs2
indicate that Dallas women were teaching private schools and
working as partners in family businesses. In 1850 and even in
1860, however, many of the town's population3 still listed their
occupations as "farmer" and themselves produced most of their
goods. The work ofwomen in those earliest years was the work of
farmwives anywhere in Dallas County: tending the garden that
provided perhaps half of the family's food supply; gathering,
drying, pickling, and preserving foodstuffs, as well as preparing
foods for the table; processing meats brought in from the hunt or
Elizabeth York Ensrum h, a leCfura in history 01 Brookhaven College in Dallas.
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from slaughtered farm animals; raising poultry and often selling
dairy products like butter, cream, and milk to Dallas' one hotel or
to newer residents not yet established in their own homes. Food,
however time-consuming, was only the beginning of the
farmwife's work. She also had to gather, gin or card, spin, weave
and dye, then cut and sew cotton and wool into clothing for the
family.4 and she made the featherbeds and sewed the quilts. She
made candles from bear tallow and bottle tapers from the wax of
wild honey bees.' She grew medicinal herbs with which to nurse
the sick,· and she prepared the dead for burial. 7 Like men in the
non-diversified, agricultural economy, women possessed
numerous skills to enable them to manufacture their livelihoods
from Dallas County's black soil.
Between 1855 and 1870, the years when Dallas developed a
real commercial economy, some women worked as partners with
their husbands in family businesses, while others established
their own shops and schools. In both cases women maintained
close ties with the work they had always done in the home. Just as
running a farm was a wife-husband venture, so were several ofthe
small businesses that opened in Dallas before the Civil War.
Elizabeth B. Thomas and Charles Durgin operated Dallas' second
store and post office. Before his marriage Charles Durgin had
hung two large cotton bags on the wall of the store and casually
dumped the mail into them. In 1846 customers rummaged through
the bags whenever they expected a letter or wondered who else
might have some mail. It was Mrs. Durgin who first organized the
post office and alphabetized the mail in pockcts sewn onto a strip
ofcanvas.' Dallas' first unofficial postmistress, who undoubtedly
did her share of" minding the store," was followed years later, in
1859, by a second, Frances Crutchfield.' Mrs. Crutchfield was
also her husband's partner in operating the Crutchfield House,
Dallas' first hotel, which the Crutchfields had built in 1850.
Frances Crutchfield supervised the kitchen and dining room at
the hotel, where a "solid meal" cost 251' and dinner was
announced to all of Dallas by the ringing of the bell hung in the
hotel yard. 10
Wives, almost automatically it seems, became involved in
their husbands' ventures. When James Wellington Latimer,
editor and founder of Dallas' first newspaper, the Dallas Herald,
served a term and a half as Chief Justice of Dallas County, Il his
wife Lucy worked with his partner to edit and publish the paper.
Remembered for bringing the first piano to Dallas and as the
town's first pianist and music teacher, Mrs. Latimer also worked
with the newspaper for awhile after she was widowed. 12
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Best known of all Dallas' wife-husband partnerships was that
of Sarah and Alexander Cockrell. Shortly after their marriage in
1847, Alexander entered the stock and freight business, driving
heavy ox wagons between Dallas, Houston, Shreveport, and
Jefferson. Because he was illiterate, Sarah handled all records,
correspondence, and finances, and in general worked as her
husband's partner and adviser. 13 After the Cockrells moved into
Dallas in 1853, they closed out the freight and stock business and
within five years' time entered four additional ventures: a toll
ferry across the Trinity River; a saw-grist mill on Mill Creek; a
construction firm that also manufactured and delivered bricks;
and a wooden toll bridge to replace the ferry. They built a
two-story brick building for rental to business firms and had
begun construction of a three-story brick hotel when Alexander
was killed on April 3, 1858.
Sarah Cockrell took charge of all the family businesses and
before her death atthe age of78, earned the designation of "S.H.
Cockrell, Capitalist," in the city directories. In 1859 she
completed the hotel and opened it with a grand ball attended by
guests from all over Texas. In February 1860 the state legislature
granted a charter to build an iron toll bridge across the Trinity
River to her and whomsoever she chose as her associates. 14
Having practically inherited Dallas upon Alexander's death (in
1853 he had bought the remainder of Neely Bryan's original
headright, plus the rights to Bryan's ferry), Sarah proceeded to
enlarge her landholdings in Dallas County, as well as purchasing
small properties in Houston, Mineral Wells, and Cleburne!'
Hampered by the Civil War and its aftermath, only in 1870 did
Sarah Cockrell find the investors for her Dallas Bridge Company.
Two years later the new iron toll bridge opened for traffic.
Immediately after the Civil War, Dallas was a small country
town which did not particularly impress visitors. In 1868 one
traveller recalled about 1200 inhabitants, one hotel, a small
courthouse, a few stores on the public square, and houses built in
the sand along the river banks for a few hundred yards beyond the
square. 16 In 1872 the railroad first reached Dallas and changed the
town quickly. Maintaining a conservative approach to business
throughout the subsequent "boom" years, Sarah Cockrell
purchased a third interest in Dallas' first commercial flour mill. In
1875, when flour milling was clearly the growth industry in Dallas,
she joined her son Robert and her son-in-law Mitchell Gray as the
dominant partner in the milling firm of S.H. Cockrell and
Company. Her business career was unique, both for its number of
successful ventures and for the way it spanned the years of
Dallas' development from agricultural village when she and
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Alexander first came in 1853, to modern city when she died in
1892.
Other Dallas women of Mrs. Cockrell's generation entered
far more traditional occupations, all somehow related to the work
of wives and mothers in the home. The most numerous attempts
by women to turn traditional "women's work" into
money-making ventures involved education. The earliest schools
operated in the teachers' homes. By 1850 the log church buildings
served as schools during the week, and by 1856 the Dallas Herald
carried regular advertisements for schools in the town." In the
24-year period between 1856 and 1880, when Dallas' population
grew from approximately 400 to over 10,000, there were at least
38 different schools in Dallas and at least six others within a
twelve-mile radius. Women ran about half of these early schools,
usually "Schools for Young Ladies" that also admitted small
boys. Male teachers were as likely to operate coeducational
schools or girls' schools as they were to teach schools exclusively
for boys. The great majority of these schools lasted less than five
years, and some remained open for one year or less. Each was
immediately replaced by another, whose teacher frequently
moved into the room vacated by the previous school. Thus,
opportunities for elementary and secondary education were
actually rather dependable in early Dallas, despite the sense of
instability given by the frequent turnovers of teachers.
Before 1870 two to four schools existed simultaneously. In
1866, for example, Helena West Winn taught sixty pupils in the
Masonic Hall, A. B. Cary had ar6und forty students in the eastern
part of Dallas, and Lucinda and Richard Coughanour taught 160
children in a house on Main Street. By 1870 some teachers had
begun to offer special courses in hopes of attracting students.
Mrs. Roy B. Scott advertised instruction in bookkeeping along
with English, Latin, French, and mathematics in her School for
Young Ladies. Mrs. Scott's school, however, lasted for only one
year.
The most striking observation about teaching in Dallas
before 1880 was its insecurity as a profession for both men and
women. Long and legendary teaching careers did not occur
before the establishment of public schools which remained open
for a full year's term. Even those who found jobs in the most
successful schools, like W.H. Scales' Dallas Female Institute,
rarely kept their jobs for as long as a decade: the Dallas Female
Institute itself lasted little more than ten years. Those teachers
who stayed in teaching for more than five years moved from
school to school, a pattern that dominated teaching careers in
Dallas before 1880. Only one person, Lucinda McQuire
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Coughanour, taught for as long as twenty years.
Between 1861 and 1881 Lou Coughanour taught in six
different Dallas schools. Her last position was that of principal of
her own Select Schoolfor Young Ladies from 1873 to 1881. In two
schools run by men, Lou Coughanour had charge of the "Female
School." She taught during her childbearing years, retiring from
the classroom in 1881, when her youngest child was eight and her
oldest nineteen, to spend the remaining 39 years of her life as a
housewife. It is reasonable to speculate that Lou Coughanour
taught until her husband established his law practice, for Dallas
had more lawyers than a small town needed. Before 1880 Richard
Coughanour sold real estate and insurance, in addition to
practicing law.
Two other women, Sarah Gray Halsall and Helena West
Gillespie, also provide examples of female teaching careers in
Dallas. Between 1856 and 1869, when she and her husband left
Dallas, Sarah Halsall ran her own School for Young Ladies,
taught music in three schools owned by others, and gave private
lessons in voice, piano, and guitar. Her association with the
schools was at best sporadic. Helena West Gillespie also taught in
several Dallas schools over a fifteen-year period. In 1861 she was
assistant to a male principal; in 1865 she owned the Female
School in Dallas; in 1868 she was assistant for literature in W.H.
Scales' Dallas Female Institute; in 1871 she purchased a boarding
school, the Cedar Springs Institute, four miles north of Dallas,
and hired a male assistant for the 200 students she expected to
enroll. Her boarding school lasted less than a decade, for Helena
Gillespie died in 1882.
The only secure teachers in Dallas before 1880 were the
Ursuline nuns, who opened their boarding and day school with
seven students in February, 1874. The Ursulines braved a
genuine frontier experience in the years when Dallas exploded
from a quiet country town into a "boom town." Expected to
maintain their independence from the mother house in Galveston,
the Ursulines endured hard winters in a flimsy frame house whose
roof let in rain and snow. The blistering summers burned their
gardens-and therefore their food supply-despite careful
watering. One sick sister could almost cripple the young convent,
for the other nuns had to add her work to their own and nurse her
as well. Their daily tasks included basic housekeeping chores for
themselves and their boarding students, as well as teaching and
supervising the children. The Ursuline Academy had fifty
students by the end of the first difficult year in Dallas, and by
September 1877 the nuns had labored and scrimped and saved
enough money to build their own chapel onto the parish church.
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Encouraged, indeed, almost ordered by their bishop to abandon
their cloistered lifestyle and go out to meet the other residents of
Dallas, 31-year-old Mother St. Joseph Holly led the Ursulines in
establishing their convent and an increasingly successful school.
By 1881 theirA nnals noted more than forty boarding and over 100
day students .18
There were several reasons for the general insecurity of
teaching as a profession before 1880. The coming of the railroads
in 1872 and 1873 brought a sudden growth in the adult population,
including hundreds of single males looking for jobs during the
depression years of the 1870s, and even the family population,
which would include school-aged children, remained relatively
mobile and unsettled. The small numbers of children could not
provide students for all those who wished or needed to teach. As
always, the low salaries paid to teachers all over the United States
must be considered among the causes for the frequent changes in
teachers in Dallas. In 1875 the Dallas Herald quoted New
England clergyman Edward Everett Hale's complaint that
teachers barely earned subsistence wages, making less than
cooks and far less than ballet dancers and circus performers.I' In
1866 in Dallas Helena Winn charged $2, $3, and $4 respectively to
first, second, and third class students for four months of
instruction. Five years later, Catherine Coit's accounts showed
that seventeen pupils altogether owed her $73.25 for eighteen
weeks of school, 20 earnings that might supplement her husband's
law practice, but could hardly be a living wage. In 1868 the highest
paid teacher in Dallas, Lou Coughanour, charged $10, $15, and
$20 per student for a twenty-week session, and in 1880 boarding
students at the Ursuline Academy paid $100 tuition for a
five-month session which included board, laundry, stationery,
drawing, fancy sewing, and normal infirmary expenses. Music
lessons and use of the piano were $25 extra. In 1880 the free public
schools, which ran for only five months a y~ar, paid white
teachers $75, $40, and $35 per month and "colored" teachers a
standard $60. Thus, the best paid teachers employed by the city
earned $375 a year. Hopefully, they had some additional
income. 21
Still, by 1880 almost every youngster had access to some
form of schooling. The seven public schools enrolled 650 of the
town's 1218 school-aged children. 22 Several hundred others
could be traced in twenty-two private institutions, which ranged
from two colleges, both of which enrolled very young children in
their primary departments, to small private kindergartens and
elementary schools taught in the teachers' homes. The Ursuline
Academy had 106 students, the Dallas Female College 160, and
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the Dallas Male and Female College, 100. The largest private
school in Dallas was the coeducational Dallas Institute, which
enrolled 165 black students. Except for the Ursuline Academy,
women teachers worked under male principals in all these larger
schools. Women operated eight of the eleven small schools,
which had between eleven and twenty-five pupils. The public
schools employed five male principals, two female principals, and
eight female teachers. Altogether, counting both private and
public schools, by 1880 Dallas had thirty women and thirteen men
in teaching, eleven women and eleven men in administration or
running their own schools. Thus, the work of women was basic to
the establishment of education in frontier Dallas, but neither
women nor men could earn a satisfactory living as teachers. Only
the sharing, cooperative lifestyle of the Ursuline nuns made
teaching a viable means of livelihood.
As a means of earning money, teaching attracted more
women, but dressmaking and millinery were the two trades which
Dallas women entered first. Young girls who were never taught to
read learned to sew at an early age by helping their mothers
manufacture the family's clothing. Daughters of wealthier
families took fancy sewing as a regular part of the curriculum at
exclusive schools for young ladies. Thus, numerous women could
sew well enough to sell their skills, and because orders for dresses
or shirts could be taken at home, women could earn money as
milliners and dressmakers while obeying nineteenth-century
notions about domesticity and propriety.
Dallas' first dressmaker, Louise Dusseau, sewed in her
home. An original settler of Le Reunion, the utopian colony
established some three miles southwest of Dallas, Mile Dusseau
married Dallas merchant Sam Jones and in 1856 moved into
Dallas, where she accepted sewing orders'3 Throughout the
years between 1860 and 1880 the home and business addresses of
Dallas' dressmakers, seamstresses, and milliners were often the
same, but while some women quietly ran shops in their homes,
others led very active business careers in millinery-dressmaking.
Young unmarried women took jobs in shops owned by older
women, daughters often working for their own mothers. Women
managed the millinery departments in dry goods stores, and
often, two or three women formed a partnership to run a
dressmaking shop. Such shopowners sometimes offered
additional services in their attempts to increase business. Some
gave lessons in cutting clothes, some sold patterns, some had
pinking and stamping departments, all to aid home sewing. In
October 1876 the editor of the Dallas Herald visited sixteen
businesses owned and run by women, fifteen of which were
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dressmaking and millinery shops. The single exception was a
mattress manufacturing shop whose owner employed "some six
to ten women" plus her own SOn.'4
Like all Dallas businesses, millinery-dressmaking shops
multiplied rapidly after the coming of the railroads in 1872 and
1873. In 1860 the official census report listed two dressmakers,
and only one milliner, six seamstresses, and one weaver; by 1873
the city directory showed twelve dressmakers and milliners,
whose number now included one tailoress. In 1875 the city
directory listed 29 women in Dallas who sewed for a living; by
1880 that number had grown to 35, plus one carpetmaker.
Dallas' leading milliners and dressmakers stressed their
familiarity with and their access to the fashion centers. In the
spring of 1867 the Herald carried a series of advertisements
announcing the return of Mrs. Solomon, milliner for Henry E.
Perkins and Company, from New York City, where she had
acquired the latest styles in millinery." In the spring of 1871 the
Misses Ida and Anna Long, sisters of Dallas mayor Ben Long, ran
a sewing business in their home, selling notions and "fancy
goods," making corsets, and doing embroidery and other fine
needlework. They advertised their knowledge of the most recent
European fashions.'·
The most varied and interesting millinery career in Dallas
before 1880 was that of Mary Jane Johnson, who first opened her
shop in 1865, hardly the most auspicious of times to launch a new
business. Mrs. Johnson sometimes accepted payment in kind-in
wheat, to be specific-for her hats, bonnets, capes, berthas,
mantillas, and head-dresses, all of which she proudly advertised
as the latest styles from New Orleans. She also took orders for
custom-made garments on short notice and offered lessons in the
cutting of dresses. 27 In short, Mary Jane Johnson's skills spanned
the entire range of the fashion industry of her day.
Two years later, 1867, Mrs. Johnson managed the millinery
department of Keaton and Johnson, the dry goods store owned by
her husband, a physician named Keaton, and when Keaton and
Johnson took over the operation of Dallas' oldest hotel, the
Crutchfield House, Mary JaneJohnson opened her millinery shop
in the hotel. After her husband's death, she and Keaton agreed to
the dissolution of Keaton and Johnson. Mrs. Johnson formed a
new partnership with S.E. Mcilhenny to continue running the
Crutchfield House, and they refurnished, renovated, and built a
two-story brick fifteen-room addition onto the old hotel. 28 In 1880
the census listed her occupation as "Speculator," evidence of
accumulation of at least a modest amount of capital with which to
speculate.
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Despite the numbers of women involved in millinery and
dressmaking, few had a secure business life before 1880, Most
shops lasted for about five years and only one, that of Esther
Chesnut, for as long as fifteen. After 1880 millinery-dressmaking
shops multiplied, became more prosperous, and stayed in
business longer.
Millinery-dressmaking and teaching required specific skills,
but keeping a boardinghouse could be done by virtually any
woman who possessed basic housekeeping and cooking skills and
had some extra rooms. Like the "'schoolmarm," the women who
ran boardinghouses produced a frontier stereotype, for even
boardinghouses listed under men's names were clearly run by
wives and daughters. 30 In addition to the fact that boardinghouses
involved keeping house and cooking, kinds of work not usually
associated with males, men usually listed their own separate and
full time occupations. Specific situations, too, lead to the
conclusion that women actually ran the boardinghouses listed
under men's names. In 1880, for example, Timothy Daly was 77,
and it would seem far more likely that the 58-year-old Johanna
Daly did the work of keeping the boardinghouse. Similarly,
57-year-old William P. Barber was described in the census as
"'feeble." The boardinghouse listed under his name could only
have been run by his wife.
Boardinghouses played an interesting social role in frontier
Dallas, where the population included approximately three and
one-half times as many white men as white women. (The
"'colored" population was far more evenly balanced.) The
practice of boarding meant that a minority of women could
literally keep house for a majority of men and especially for the
large numbers of single male transients who came West seeking
work after the Civil War. Many private families kept at least one
boarder, usually a young male employee of the family business,
though sometimes a young single woman who was a school-
teacher or milliner. Widows living alone also frequently
took in one or two boarders. 31
Some boardinghouses served the function of good
restaurants in a new town that offered few amenities for gracious
living. When word passed around that a certain woman "'set a fine
table," people sought her home for Sunday dinner or special
occasions. Such elegant boardinghouses were run like small
hotels, with porters, maids, and cooks hired by the owners.
Rachel J. Coleman, whose background was that of a Southern
aristocrat, ran an exclusive boardinghouse in Dallas for more than
twenty years. Named for Andrew Jackson's wife, Rachel Brown
had married riverboat captain John Hickey Coleman against her
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planter father's wishes. Widowed by 1874, she brought her three
youngest children to Dallas, and without previous experience in
working or running a business, opened her boardinghouse and
built a new life for herself and her children."
Like hotels, boardinghouses tended to attract consistent
clienteles. Professional men like lawyers, teachers, or ministers
patronized certain boardinghouses, while others served mostly
carpenters, stonemasons, blacksmiths. Young couples often
lived in boardinghouses while they built or searched for
permanent homes. While some boardinghouses offered maid
service and porters, others provided only meals and a room with
the most basic furniture. In the latter, the boarders provided
themselves with cleaning and any extra comforts or decorative
and ornamental furnishings. 33
Dallas' boardinghouses and hotels were a direct result of the
town's growth after the coming of the railroads. The census listed
one hotel for Dallas in 1850 and two in 1860. Ten years later, in
1870, the count was the same: two hotels, no boardinghouses.
Both boardinghouses and hotels proliferated after the railroads
arrived in 1872 and 1873. The city directory for 1873 listed a total
of 33 boardinghouses. By 1880 the number ofboardinghouses had
dropped to 25, but there were 21 hotels, many of which were
actually large boardinghouses.
The three main categories of female occupations in frontier
Dallas, teaching, keeping boardinghouses, and
millinery-dressmaking, were directly related to the age-old work
of women in the home, as was the fourth and largest, domestic
service. 34 In fact, in 1880,70% of the employed women in Dallas
were in some form of domestic service, working as cooks, maids,
chambermaids, and laundresses. The great majority of these
women were black. Of the one-fourth who were white, many had
been born in Europe. While the censuses of 1850 and 1860 had, for
obvious reasons, listed no domestic servants, in 1870 the census
report showed 130, ofwhom ten were white women, sixteen black
men, and 104 black women. By 1880 the number had increased to
527 female domestic servants. Almost every white family, it
seems, could afford domestic help, including some of presumably
modest income like W. Carson, pastor of the First Methodist
Church, policeman M.L. Hodges, bookkeeper R.M. Neely, and
R.F. Boals, clerk with Sanger Brothers' store. Most servants in
private homes were cooks who sometimes did the laundry and
ironing as well. Black men also worked occasionally as cooks,
usually in hotels, restaurants, or saloons, and in 1880 the census
listed three black men who, along with their wives, took in
washing.
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Despite their overwhelming representation in domestic jobs,
a few black women worked their ways into skilled occupations
and independent businesses by 1880. Mary Valentine ran a
restaurant, Mary McGraw, a laundry, and each listed two
employees, also black. Eunice Smothers taught in the Dallas
Institute, the private school for black children, and Mary Carson
was a teacher in one of Dallas' two black public schools. Mary
and Sanie McDonnell also were teachers. Bettie White was a
seamstress, hired to make costumes by Thompson's Theater, and
two additional black women worked in the sewing occupations,
DeliaJones as a seamstress, Mary Waters as a dressmaker. These
few in skilled work, however, must be contrasted with the dozen
black women who were listed by the 1880 census simply as
laborers.
Black children (and a few white children) went to work at an
early age. White children under fourteen were usually, the census
noted, "At School," but black children often listed an
occupation, girls helping their mothers take in washing, boys
working as bootblacks. Black girls as young as seven worked as
servants in private families or as chambermaids in hotels, and six
little girls, one of whom was only six years old, were listed as
"nurse," evidently another servant category. Two white girls
also listed occupations in 1880: A.A. Pearson's eight-year-old
daughter worked as clerk in her father's millinery shop, and a
nine-year-old white girl was listed, along with her father, as a
hotel cook.
In 1880 the alternatives to millinery-dressmaking, teaching,
boardinghouses, and domestic work were often not acceptable
socially. Acting, for example, though a field in which women
often succeeded even in the nineteenth century, was not generally
considered either appropriate or respectable. Women who
worked as actresses in frontier Dallas had very transient, possibly
short careers. Of the eighteen actors employed by Thompson's
Theater in 1880, only seven were women. The city directory,
however, included ten "ballet girls" not listed by the census.
Traveling stage troupes hired regular actors to fill the leading
roles of the plays they presented, and they relied on local talent
for chorus or dance scenes and minor parts. For most young
women acting was not very dependable employment, and the city
directories of Dallas reflected this insecurity. In the three years
surveyed-1873, 1875, 188~no actress's name appeared twice.
The limited number ofchances for employment, the public nature
of acting in a time when "decent" women were expected to lead
very domestic, very private lives, and the general lack of respect
for acting as a profession often pushed young actresses into
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prostitution. In fact, Dallas Herald articles about actresses and
"variety girls" usually assumed that they were, in fact, members
of "that class. "3.
Persons on the edges of society have been the most difficult
to study. In the censuses for 1850, 1860, and 1870 not one
prostitute was noted. The census reports for those years did not
even list groups of women living in the same household, yet in
1872, when Ben Long became mayor of Dallas, his
administration's ordinance against vice was enforced by an order
to close or remove all houses of prostitUtion. 3 • In other words,
Dallas undoubtedly had prostitutes before 1872; the census takers
simply ignored them. In 1880 the official census for Dallas County
openly listed 64 Dallas women's occupations as "Ill Fame," and
most likely, that number was incomplete. The (presumed)
increase in prostitution in Dallas would appear to be directly
related to the coming of the railroads in 1872 and 1873. Dallas'
population rose from around 1500 to 7063 in a little more than a
year, and while the railroads brought the growth in business and
prosperity so desired by the town's leaders, they also caused
effects neither expected or wanted. By 1880 Dallas, like
Tombstone, EI Paso, Fort Worth, Albuquerque, and New
Orleans, was on the regular circuit of professional gamblers, who
were part of the lucrative saloon-gambling hall society uneasily
tolerated by the original residents. Known to ordinary cowboys
as a "fancy town, "37 Dallas attracted a floating population of
transient males. Some were petty crooks, others real criminals,
and still others ordinary young men looking for jobs. Altogether,
they offered work to the "ladies of the night," who comprised
one of the major social problems of the nineteenth century in
both England and the United States.
The sparse information available gives a view of the frontier
prostitute that is far different from the stereotype of television and
fIlms. Of the 64 women whose occupations were listed as "Ill
Fame" in the 1880 census, seven were black. Not one was over
forty; the youngest were sixteen. Three had been born in Europe;
the rest were native Americans. Of those included in the census
only about halfof Dallas' prostitutes in 1880 lived in brothels, and
only one of the listed brothels was part of a saloon?' The rest
lived in independent households, either alone or with other adults
who listed different occupations. Twenty-year-old Lorna Smith
lived with her seven-year-old daughter, who was enrolled in
school, and with 41-year-old Lizzie Wood, who took in washing.
Some households containing prostitutes were apparently regular
working class families. Three such women boarded in the home of
grocer J.L. Downs. On the other hand, Mollie Willis, aged
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seventeen, lived with her parents and her year-old son Chuck.
Mollie's father ran a livery stable, and her mother kept house.
Thirty-six-year-old Kate Murray lived with herfourteen-year-old
daughter, who was listed as a "dramatic," and the household also
included Bettie White, who took in washing; Tobe Fuller, who
was a grocer; and F. Thompson, listed as servant. Mamie Lauden
was the only "scarlet lady" in Dallas to give an appearance of
prosperity. She lived with an eleven-year-old black girl who was
listed as "servant." Despite the aura of independence,
flamboyance, and even glamor with which twentieth-century
imaginations have invested frontier prostitutes, the few glimpses
of their lives in surviving sources give a rather different picture.
Notices in the Dallas Herald concerned their arrests for vagrancy
and sometimes sentences to the poor farm for those who could not
pay the fines. News stories of violence and disorder in the known
brothels hardly lend themselves to the flippant images of saucy
feathers, sequins, velvets, and satins, 39 and before the discovery
of antibiotics, disease was an expected consequence of this
particular means of livelihood.
Along with the sordid and the tragic, the railroads brought
positive, constructive effects to women's work in Dallas. The
general ferment and increased activity in all kinds of business
created unprecedented economic opportunities for women as
well as for men and not only in the more traditional occupations of
milliner-dressmaker, teacher, boardinghouse keeper, and
domestic servant. After 1873, when Dallas developed from a
small country town into a real frontier "boom town," numerous
new kinds of employment appeared for women. Out-of-state
companies advertised for women "agents" to sell various
products. Sanger Brothers first hired women for sales positions,
then other dry goods stores followed. By 1880 the city directory
listed 24 women as salesladies, all of them selling women's
clothing, notions, and sewing machines for
millinery-dressmaking shops or for the dry goods stores. The
large dry goods stores also opened their own fine dressmaking
and millinery departments, thereby increasing the number of
sewing jobs available to women. In 1873 the city directory listed
two women as telegraph operators, two as owners of tobacco and
cigar shops, and two others as stamp and register and copying
clerks for the post office. The new cigar factory also offered a
limited number of jobs to women.
More interesting than the new kinds of salaried jobs available
to women, after 1875 a small but growing number of married
women listed occupations separate from those of their husbands.
In a few of these' 'two-career" families, wife and husband were
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involved in similar or related kinds of work. Caroline and John
Higgins ran the Switch-Off Saloon; Nellie Crutchfield and her
husband worked as cooks; Mrs. J .A. Pencil and her husband were
listed separately as merchants. Rose Sigari was a merchant of
fruit and confectionery, and her husband Gaetano was a
wholesale fruit dealer.
In most such families, wife and husband did entirely different
kinds of work. Mrs. L.A. O'Brien ran a restaurant, while her
husband was an upholsterer. Laundress A. King was married to a
deputy sheriff. Louisa J. Bath owned a dressmaking shop; her
husband was a hairdresser. Ann Bedford ran the Cedar Laundry;
James Bedford made boots and shoes. Sally McMurray was
proprietor and manager of the National Hotel; William
McMurray worked for the railroad. Lucy Walker ran a private
school; her husband 1. Willard owned a shop for stationery,
newspapers, and magazines. Mrs. William A. Harwood was a
florist, her husband, Clerk of the District Court.
Single women also ran businesses. Lillie Cain owned the Red
Light Saloon for over a decade. Lucy Rutherford was co-editor of
the weekly Christian Preacher. Fannie Frankel had a shop for
fruit and candies, while widows Rosa Schwerer and S. Bruen
operated their own restaurants. Ellen P. Bryan was a cotton
buyer.
Throughout the period surveyed, 1856 to 1880, the
conditions of women's employment and the kinds of work
available to women resulted from the needs of a new, rapidly
changing economy. From a quiet, surprisingly typical Southern
country town whose trade and commerce were based on
agricultural produce, Dallas suddenly became a frontier "boom
town" with the coming of the railroads in 1872 and 1873. Before
1872 women earned money in work directly or very closely
related to the female role in the home-millinery-dressmaking,
teaching, and domestic service. After 1872 opportunities for these
traditionally female kinds of employment increased, and another,
the keeping of boardinghouses, literally proliferated. The general
growth ofbusiness and trade generated, in addition, new kinds of
clerical and factory work for women. More important, in the
ferment of growth that was really too rapid and in many ways
chaotic, women found new opportunities to open various
businesses, sometimes in partnership with their husbands, but
more often independently. It is interesting to note that men
entered all the categories of employment labeled "female."
Dressmaking-millinery shops, schools, domestic service like
laundry and cooking, and after 1872, boardinghouse keepers-all
these occupations listed at least "token" males in the census
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reports and in the city directories. The 1880 census even listed
one man as keeping house for himself and his teenaged son.
On the whole, between 1856 and 1880 women's occupations
in the frontier town of Dallas, Texas, reflected the Victorian
milieu. In 1870 fewer than ISO Dallas women worked outside their
homes, and in 1873, right after the coming of the railroads, only
around six percent of the adult (that, is, over sixteen years ofage)
female population were employed. By 1880, 29% of all Dallas
women had entered the work force, comprising about 14% of the
town's labor force. Most women who worked outside their homes
entered businesses and employment directly related to the
domestic "sphere," 70% in domestic service alone. There were
no women in law, medicine, or town government, and while a few
individuals entered careers unusual for women, they did so in
response to extraordinary circumstances like widowhood or as
their husbands' partners. Frontier women in Dallas did not, for
the most part, escape the social restrictions ofnineteenth-century
America.
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SHELBY: A RURAL SCHOOL IN A GERMAN
IMMIGRANT SETTING - 1854-1918
by Elvie Lou Luelge
Hearing about one specific rural school enlivens the reading
one can do about education in Texas during the 1880s and early
1900s when Texas was predominately a rural state. With records
scarce, much of the information on Shelby, a school in the
northwest corner of Austin County on FM 1457, relies on the
memories of individuals and on information from similar
neighboring schools.
Shelby, Texas, named for David Shelby, who came to Texas
in 1822 as one of Stephen F. Austin's Old Three Hundred
settlers,' had its real beginning in the early 1840s. Germans,
arriving singly or in very small groups, settled in Houston and
Galveston and began German settlements in Austin, Fayette, and
Colorado Counties in the 1830s. With the advent of the Mainzer
Adelsverein (also known as the Society for the Protection of
German Immigrants or the Adelsverein), organized in the home
country in 1842, emigrants received an additional impetus to
move to Texas. Many came to settle the Fisher and Miller Grant,
north and west of Gillespie County, purchased in 1844. However,
due to financial difficulties that plagued theAdelsverein, rain that
caused roads to New Braunfels to become impassable, and
disease that caused many deaths during 1846, some of the
immigrants chose to remain in the eastern portion of Texas in the
lower Brazos, Colorado, and Guadalupe River region.
Communities such as Industry, Cat Spring, Frelsburg, and others
had previously been established through the efforts of individuals
like Friedrich Ernst, Robert Kleberg, and William Frels. 2
Shelby' 'had a good percentage of educated men, and it is no
wonder ... an effort was made to provide schools for educating
their children."3 The first schoolhouse in Shelby arose with the
passage of the school law of 1854 which made provision for the
organization of common schools. Whether the law had its
influence, whether the public gathering of representatives of
German people in 1854 asking for free public schools' made an
imprint, or whether the residents followed the example set by
neighboring communities is unknown. M. Suerth is recognized as
organizing Shelby's first school.'
One wonders if the activities in Suerth's early school
resembled the Millheim School, a German community
approximately twenty-five miles southeast of Shelby , where E.G.
Elvie Loti 1.lIetge now reside.~ ill Washington, D.C.
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Maetze taught. Immediately after Easter· in 1867, seven-year-old
W.A. Trenckmann began his first day of school at Millheim in a
schoolhouse capable of housing at least sixty children. "I
marched to school with my brother Otto, who carried the rawhide
chair for me-school satchel containing slate, slate pencils, and
primer hanging around my neck. "7 Though the Texas law
maintained that "only those districts could avail themselves of
the state bounty which had 'provided a good, and substantial
schoolhouse with the necessary seats and other fixtures,' ". these
students supplied their own seating facilities.
Trenckmann continues by saying:
Under her [Mr. Maetze's daughter Ida] gentle direction I
mastered the Reffelt reader in a few months to the degree
that long before vacation time I was permitted to read short
tales from Schmidt ...
In my second school year Mr. Maetze, observing that
I followed the geography lessons with rapt attention, took
me into a class where geography was taught entirely by
means of maps and oral explanation. Geography books
were not available under later. 9
Other subjects included arithmetic, English, and penmanship for
which the teacher wrote the models in writing books which he
himself ruled. English instruction involved translating the reading
selections into German and keeping a notebook of the English
words which were not understood."
Six days a week for ten full months the students received
instruction. Classes dismissed each day at four o'clock. While
"the fourth child of a family of children attending school at the
same time was given free tuition," parents paid the regular tuition
of a twenty-dollar gold piece per pupil on the first school day.u
For recreation the boys and girls played in separate areas.
Boys' games included running games, conscripting, townbaIl,
hotbaIl, and rolly-holy. Of conscripting, Tranckmann says:
After they had escaped from imprisonment in the bull pen,
the pursued could swing up on the mustang grapevines out
of reach of the long switches of the pursuers. Later they
could make their real escape in the wide prairies . . .
[While] football and baseball were unheard of ... hotball
and rolly-holy, at which one was bombarded with heavy
rubber balls, and cotton bolls and which was almost as
dangerous as football [were delightful]."
Of his early school days, Trenckmann recalls that "the
woods behind the schoolhouse were excellent substitutes for
modern toilet facilities." He also mentions that boys regularly left
their shoes under the schoolhouse because they considered it a
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disgrace to wear them, even in cold weather. Having completed
Ray's Arithmetic, having attended school for six years, and
having reached the age of thirteen, Trenckmann's schooldays
ended Easter of 1873. 13 Texas A&M College in 1876 would be his
next school experience.
How much the Shelby School resembled Maetze's School in
Millheim is hard to discern. The clientele may have been similar,
for Millheim, too, was known for its intellectual class."
While a newspaper lists M. Suerth as an appointee by the
county court to the Shelby precinct in 1864,1' no one knows how
long Suerth operated the school. Since several Shelby residents
participated in the Civil War, one wonders what effect it had on
the school; for Maetze continued teaching at Millheim, 16 Industry
maintained two schools,17 and New VIm temporarily suspended
theirs from 1855-1875.'6
Emil Trenckmann (also known as Julius Emil Trenckmann)
began teaching in Shelby at least by 1870. 19 He was an educated
man, having attended the University of Berlin in Germany. While
most of the classes which he taught were probably in German, he
knew English, had an English book, and taught some English.
Teachers could generally teach what they wanted to teach.
However, Trenckmann no doubt included reading, penmanship,
and arithmetic. With the absence of printed copy books,
Trenckmann, like Maetze at Millheim, prepared his own models
of penmanship for the students to use. In general, classes
commenced at 8:00 A.M. and ended at 4:30 P.M. However, in the
afternoons when he lectured on world history, the younger
students left earlier. Very little American history was available at
the time. The older students, probably fifth or sixth graders,
commonly met with Trenckmann in the evenings to hear him
discuss weather and astronomy. Not only did he possess skill in
weather forecasting and astronomy, but his talents were also
portrayed in his music and drama ability. In the community he
organized and directed the Harmonie Vereins, a German singing
club, and organized a theater group." Perhaps his students
profited from some of these talents in the c1assroom.
The educational changes in the early 1870s probably had little
bearing on Trenckmann's teaching. The changes brought
compulsory attendance for ages six to eighteen for four months of
free school, allowed a one per cent property tax for the support of
schools to be levied, provided district supervisors, and
established a state board ofeducation. This state board included a
superintendent of public instruction who had the power to
examine and appoint teachers, fix their salaries, and define the
state course of study. In 1875 the legislature eliminated
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compulsory attendance, abolished the office of the state
superintendent of public instruction and the district supervisory
positions, discontinued local taxation, and changed the free
school age to ages eight to fourteen. School districts, which the
1871 law charged the district supervisors to establish within
counties, again became boundaryless, and any group could form a
school. With control reinstated in the local community, the earlier
stipulation that "Spanish, French, or German could be taught,
but not more than two hours a day"" evidently terminated.
The teaching career of Emil Trenckmann ended abruptly in
March, 1880, when he died ofpneumonia, 22 but Shelby was in line
for another Trenckmann-Emil's brother W.A. Trenckmann.
Instead of a normal school (Texas did not have one until Sam
Houston Normal Institute was established in 1879),23 W.A.
attended Texas A&M College for three years, 1876-1879. "For
my teaching career I was probably better prepared when I left
Maetze's school at the age of thirteen.""
W.A. Trenckmann's teaching experience began at
Hermann's Seminar in Frelsburg, Colorado County, in the fall of
1879, where few attended longer than the four free months."
According to Trenckmann, the law required teachers to have a
certificate to teach in the public schools.
The acquisition of such certificates was probably the only
thing that was left from the Republican regime ... There
was no state superintendent of schools, and the examining
board in Colorado County, to which I was to go, consisted
of three lawyers. In Austin County too there was no
teacher on the board. After boning till my brain fairly
smoked to pass the test, I rode off to Columbus. The
elderly examiners sent me to their young colleague Mr.
Sandmeier. The latter had attended Texas Military
Institute [Rutersville]. He inquired about cadets who had
transferred to our school. We had a stimulating
conversation after which he wrote out a First Class
Teacher's Certificate for me without any examination. I
had a similar experience when in the next spring I applied
for a teacher's certificate in Austin County. District Clerk
Thomas, a good politician, gave me some compliments,
conversed very interestingly, and I got my certificate
without having to answer any questions. 2 •
After this first experience W.A. received the request from
the Shelbyites to take over their school. Living with his
sister-in-law and her family in Shelby from the spring of 1880 until
August 1883, he taught six grades in German and English,
discontinued the spring cotton chopping vacations, and
participated in some of the men's activities in the town-pool,
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billiards, and card games such asSchafskopf. solo, and skat. With
a membership reaching approximately sixty pupils in 1881,
Trenckmann obviously did not comb the vicinity for students as
he did in Frelsburg, where he competed with the Catholics and the
Lutherans. Another school in Shelby, taught by the Lutheran
minister Moegle, did not fair as well. Moegle's Swabian dialect
and poor background in the English language caused his school to
gradually dwindle?'
For teaching the sixty pupils, Trenckmann received $4.50
per capita from the state. Obviously classes continued beyond the
four free months, for W.A. comments on the Shelby custom of
parents paying at the close of the year in contrast to Millheim's
practice of collecting on the first day. He also praised the
community since all of the parents, except one who could not be
expected to pay, paid within a week after he sent the bills."
To advance beyond the sixth grade education, a student left
Shelby. Brenham, connected with Shelby via some twenty miles
of very bad roads, established the first municipal high school in
Texas in 1875. Operating on a ten month school year, their free
public schools functioned as three general divisions-primary
schools, grammar schools, and high school-with three grades in
each. 29 This nine grade plan preceded the eleven grade plan.
Bellville, another town approximately twenty-five miles from
Shelby, incorporated for school purposes in 188 I and organized a
graded school which operated on an eight month school year. 3.
For scholars outside the school limits, the district received $3.50
per capita from the state for allowing the student twel ve weeks of
free schooling. 31 The time commenced with the entry date-the
opening Monday or the first Monday in any month
thereafter-and expired twelve weeks hence regardless of
attendance. 32 Not until later does evidence indicate that
Shelbyites roomed and boarded elsewhere to further their
education. Of course, the necessity of additional education did
not exist until later.
In the mid 1880s, the Shelby school consisted of two
buildings; one fur die kleiner Kinder (for the little children) with
Ada McKenny, and one for the older ones with George
Schroeder. 33 Both buildings remained till the early 1990s, but no
other evidence indicated a two-teacher school. To the joy of some
and the consternation of others, Evelyn Sterling, a teacher
around 1902, used the smaller building for dancing.'4 In the
meantime, another building, located on a three acre plot a quarter
of a mile from the school, served as the "Teacher House" for
Schroeder, Heimann, and others who lived there with their
families. The single teachers roomed with local families."
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Schroeder and Meiners both taught in German and English.
Some students recall German as the predominant language;
others recollect a good deal of instruction in English. The
instructors taught geography in English, for some students still
smile when they remember answers such as Bay of Biscuit and
Norway and Swedenway. 36 Perhaps items covered in English but
not comprehended received extra explanation or interpretation in
German.
During the forty-five year period, 1854-1899, approximately
five teachers served Shelby. They came and they stayed. For
many years following, however, they came, but they did not stay.
Why?
Near the turn of the century, Shelby, with a population of
approximately 300,37 could boast of three general stores, three
saloons, a dance hall, a tin shop, a molasses press, a hotel, two
doctors, a veterinarian, a livery stable, a saddle shop, a cigar
factory, a blacksmith shop, a wheelwright, a tailor, a preacher,
two steam cotton gins, a post office, and two long distance
telephone lines. 3 ' With only one school and one teacher, classes
at Shelby from 1898 to 1906 contained over sixty students. Salary:
forty-five dollars. 38 Laws-which aided incorporated towns to
gain support and control of their schools, to offer higher salaries,
and consequently to form graded schools--caused ungraded,
one-room teacher units with large classes to appear unappealing.
Large classes, together with irregular attendance, produced
many a headache for a conscientious teacher. Attendance varied
for two reasons: private or pay school and non-compulsory
attendance. Following the five months'o of frei Schule (free
school)-October, November, December, January, and
February-parents paid approximately five dollars a month for
the remaining three" months of private schoo!. As one might
suspect, many remained home when school entailed cost. Even
during the free-school time, provided for ages eight to fourteen,
the law did not require attendance. Texas, one of the last five
states to enact a compulsory attendance law, finally passed one in
1915.42
Non-graded units meant the teacher classified the pupil
according to the books the student used. Some books required
more than a year to complete, partly due to the complexity of the
book and sometimes due to the lack of ingenuity on the part of the
student. At the completion of a book, the student progressed to
the next book. In 1913-1914, a class of thirty-four at the Schoenau
School43 can be portrayed in this way:
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No. of
Grade Boys ~ges__~f Boys
1st 6 6· 8 years
2nd 3 1-11 years
I - 9 years
I· 8 years
3rd 6 1 - 15 years
I - 13 years
2 - 12 years
1 - 10 years
1 - 9 years
No. of
Girls Ages of Girls
3 I - 8 years
1 - 7 years
1 - 7 years
(entered 6th month)
61-12years
1 - 10 years
3 - 9 years
1 - 8 years
3 I· 11 years
2 - 10 years
___-::4-::th 2 2 - II yea_,~s__~,__'_- '3'cY,.e...arO"s,-. _
5th 3 I - 14 years
2 - 13 years
6th I - 15 ye~s _
The teacher taught arithmetic, language lessons, spelling,
and writing in all six grades. Other subjects included reading
(grades 1-5), geography (grades 3-6), physiology 44 (grades 4-6),
United States history (grades 5-6), and grammar (grade 6). The
texts" for the first four years of German indicate that the subject
received attention although the teacher's gradebook show no
marks for its study.
In Shelby, arithmetic involved written problems on Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday, while the students practiced mental
arithmetic on Tuesday and Thursday. Everyone prepared for the
spell down on Friday .46 Another subject, penmanship, stressed in
many schools, received attention once a week. The text
demonstrated the different motions: circular movements,
muscular movements, wrist movements. The student mastered
these movements in pen and ink as well as pencil. 47
With so many classes needing attention, a teacher met with a
group for only a few minutes. The group, called to the teacher to
recite, sat on the long bench near the teacher's desk like birds on a
fence. 46 At their desks the younger ones used slates to practice;
the older students used pen and staff and pencils. Having no
pencil sharpener, a pupil unraveled his pencil to secure a point. 49
Desks with the ink wells, seats with the slot, the seat of one
adjoined to the table top of the next were the patent desks or
factory desks. These were replacing the long desks and benches.
The old long benches, stacked on the desks for the Friday dusting
and cleaning, seated three or four. The newer patent desks
formed columns of singles or columns of double desks and seated
one or two. Shelby utilized the double variety.'o
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While other groups met with the teacher, pupils at their seats
studied the lessons in their texts. Though the State Textbook
Board, established by the legislature in 1897, designated a
uniform system ofadopting books for the elementary schools, the
state did not provide free textbooks before 1918.51 Thus students
bought their books or used books belonging to siblings.
To notify parents of their child'd progress, students took a
report card home (grades in numbers) every four weeks. After the
parents signed the card, the teacher received it. At the end of the
year, a certificate indicated pass or fail. The average of the grades
might appear, but the monthly report card remained with the
teacher."
Since the requirements to teach did not include professional
training and few state-supported training institutions existed,
many taught as they had been taught. Odel Albers, who secured
his second-grade teaching certificate after finishing eight years at
the Warrenton School and a summer institute at Southwest Texas
Normal in San Marcos around 1915, taught some German reading
and writing. "Since I had no training in German, I taught it the
way I remembered my teacher had taught me."53 Certification
requirements, in contrast to W.A. Trenckmann's earlier
experience, did call for a more thorough examination. The law of
1893 required county boards to appoint teachers holding
first-grade county certificates or higher and residing in the county
to serve as the examining board. 54 At the Industry School, the
types of certificates ranged from third class to diploma, with the
majority being second class. 55
The teachers, as indicated earlier, generally roomed with
local families or lived in an available dwelling. Tom Banks, one of
the few who lived in another town and commuted, rode his horse
to and from Willow Springs each day. Not many students,
however, had horses." In another school
some came with a donkey (Stein-Esel), but that donkey
had a tough day. The boys played leap frog with the
donkeys. The donkeys just stood there with their heads
down, and the boys from behind slid down their necks. 51
But most pupils walked to school, some as far as three or four
miles one way. 58 As the home-to-school path met a barbed wire
fence (the expression sounds more like bob wire), croaker sacks
(burlap sacks or gunny sacks), wound around the barbed wire,
enhanced the fence crawling. 59 If it rained, the students rode in
buggies or buckboards or remained at home. With no bridges,
creeks became impassable in rainy weather. 60
For the hour noon break, those who lived near went home;
the others brought their dinner in round tin buckets or Karo cans.
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Butter bread, jelly, boiled eggs, or sausage could be found in
many of the buckets. With soft drinks a luxury, water from the
cooler in the schoolroom provided their liquid refreshment.
Except in emergencies, students rarely bought crackers and
cheese from a nearby store, for money was scarce. Anyone who
noticed dents in the cans or buckets knew that an argument had
ensued, for the buckets provided good weapons. 61
When recreation time came, baseball reigned. Other games
mentioned included Drop-the-Hankerchief, Biinde K uh, croquet,
and mumblety peg. By the second decade, basketball began to be
played. At the Industry School, in 1911, the principal prepared a
basketball court and taught the girls and the boys the rudiments of
the game. 62 The boys at Shelby worked on their court a little later.
Filled with enthusiasm, they ventured out and played other
schools. Jumping in the buckboard-the station wagon of the
day-they traveled to the neighboring schools to compete.
With the on set of World War I, the government ordered the
teaching of German to cease. 63 Though its inclusion in the school
curriculum at Shelby had varied according to the ability and
background of the teacher, the termination of its teaching ended
an era in the life of the Shelby School. 64 The war ended, but the
teaching of German did not resume. Indeed, November II, 1918,
rings loud and clear in many an ear. In Shelby, the school bell,
which never rang except for a fire, tolled. Despite the rope
breaking, it kept ringing and continued ringing while a youngster
shinnied up and tied the rope on the moving bell. 65 Yes, the bell
tolled; the war was over, but German had left the elementary
grades in Texas.
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37Leon Hale. "Everythi ng Will Be the Same for Voelkels on Reunion Day," Houston
Po.H. [ca. June, 1957j.
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311Advertisements in "A ustin County": Bei/age ZlJm Bellville WochenbJatl (Bellville,
Texas, 1899),40·41, 44, 66·68. 71, 74: Benville Times, January 18, 1895.
J90scar Voelkel, resident of Shelby since 1890, personal interview in the home of
Mrs. Birdie Llletge, near Industry, Texas, July 13, 1970.
40Eby, The Development of Education In Texas, 195, reveab that the law of 1884
specified six months.
41Sometimes it was two; sometimes, three. It depended on the money. Harry Wagner,
student in Shelby, ca. 1905-1912, personal interview, near Burton. Texas, July 15, 1970;
Oscar Voelkel interview, "Many students stayed at home, but we went the entire time."
Mattie Voelkel interview: "We were too many in our family, so we only went the five
months ...
42Eby, The Development ofEducaJion in Texas, 230, indicates that 60 days was the
minimum for 1916, 80 days, the next year, and 100 days, thereafter.
43Information compiled from records kept by J.A. Ahlhorn, "Texas Teacher's Daily
Register for Public School: For Schoenau School, No.4, County ofAustin, State ofTexas,
Industry, District No. 10, Classification of School -Intermediate, for Year 1913-1914."
(Handwritten.) His salary, nearly sixty dollars, came from $437 (about $290 state money;
the rest, from the patrons).
HEby, The De\'e[opmenl ofEducation. in Texas, 199, points out that the law of 1893
required the teaching of physiology and hygiene in all schools.
45The author located the four grades of German readers belonging to her father, OUo
Luetge-a fourth year student of Me. Ahlhorn's in 1913-1914-and his two younger
brothers. Perhaps German was not taught every day.
48Edgar Mayer interview, student in Shelby.
47Kermit Voelkel, student in Shelby, 1915-1922, telephone interview, Austin, Texas,
July 7, 1970.
48Kenny Krebs, student at Willow Springs, ca. 1912-1918, telephone interview,
Austin, Texas, July 8, 1970.
49Kermit Voelkel interview.
50Edgar May interview, student in Shelby.
51Eby, The Development afEducation in Texas, 213,233.
5%Minutes of the Meeting of the Austin County School Board, meeting of August 2,
1915. (Handwritten.): "The county superintendent was authorized to order 10,000
monthly report cards." Since the teacher kept the returned card, this could explain why
none of the interviewees coold show the author old report cards. Awards of good
attendance were the items saved.
530del Albers, teacher in Shelby, 1918-1920, telephone interview and personal
interview, I...:a Grange, Texas, July 15, 1970; Elo Albers, teacher in Shelby, 1915-1918,
telephone interview, La Grange, Texas, July 15, 1970, cited a similar personal experience.
HDonna Lee Younker, "Teacher Education in Texas, 1879w1919" (unpublished
Ph.D. dissertation, University of Texas, 1%4), 158. On page 105 she indicates that
teachers needed a certificate under the law of 1879. Eby, The Development ofEducation
in Texas, 237, says the 1903 provision was the first time for state certificates. Evidently,
previous certificates were issued by the county.
~5"Historyand Record," 31-32; Younker, "Teacher Education in Texas," 159-160.
~80scar Voelkel interview.
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~1Edwin and Thusnelda Raeke, residents in and near Schoenau since the 1900's,
personal letter, received July 13, 1970.
sSOscar Voelkel interivew. The author recalls her grandmother, Mrs. Anna Mayer,
nee Guettler, saying: "We got our exercise walking to school. Now they take the children
to school and build gyms to give them exercise."
1I9Mrs. Birdie Luetge, resident near Shelby since 1910, personal interview, near
Industry, Texas, June 7, 1970.
600scar Voelkel interview.
6lEdgar Mayer interview, student in Shelby.
62"History and Records," 157.
63Trenckmann. "Erlebtes," 114; Mrs. Emma Krebs, student at La Bahia, ca,
1915-1922, telephone interview, Austin, Texas, July 7, 1970, said: "We couldn't even talk
in German. Sometimes we'd hide in a corner to speak iL"
6!>Job opportunities and the lure of the city attracted young residents in Shelby as
elsewhere. By 1940, scholastics in the one-teacher, seven-grade school numbered
approximately thirty. Mrs. Ann Scholtz, student in Shelby 1933-1940, personal interview,
Austin, Texas, August 2, 1970. Instruction continued till 1949 when Shelby, New Bremen,
Henkhaus, and Rockhouse Common School Districts joined the Industry Independent
School District to form a rural high school district. Minutes of the Meeting of the Austin
County School Board, meeting of September 9, 1948. (Typewritten.)
66 Kermit Voelkel interview.
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MINING AND PROSPECTING ON THE LOUISIANA-
TEXAS FRONTIER 1713·1763
by Duane K. Hale
Prospecting and mining probably played a bigger role in the
decision to occupy present East Texas than students of the
Spanish colonial period have formerly realized. Although it was
an apparent attempt at defensive expansionism which initiated
the Spanish decision to establish missions and presidios along the
Louisiana-Texas frontier in the 1690s, no doubt New Spain was
also interested secondarily in the possibility of discovering
mineral wealth there.
Both Spanish and French maps of the late seventeenth
century had located the land of Quivira (Land of Gold) in present
East Texas. There is much written evidence that the early
Spanish historians believed the land to be somewhere along the
Louisiana-Texas frontier. The Spanish historian Gomora wrote,
"The Indians of Tiquex told Coronado that to the southeast of
them was a very large river, which is the Santissima Trinidad
(Trinity); minerals were found in its mines and rivers."1 In 1630
Alonso de Benevides, custodian of the Catholic church in Santa
Fe, wrote that the land of Quivira bordered on that of the Aixoa,
which would place it in present East Texas. 2 Fray Nicholas
Lopez, a member of the Mendoza-Lopez party which traveled
from New Mexico into Texas in 1684, wrote a letter to the Viceroy
stating that from the kingdom of Texas he had advanced a
distance of twenty-five leagues to the confines of the Ajiados
Indian nation which divided that kingdom from La Gran Qui vira. 3
Meanwhile the French map of Sanson d'Abbeville, published in
1650, had located Quivira in northern Texas; it was published by
the cartographer to the French king.
Nothing has been located in the archival materials which
indicates how extensively the search for Quivira was conducted
between the years 1690-93 along this frontier of New Spain and
French Louisiana, but the report of the Marquis de Aguayo of
1715 indicates that the first missionaries of the 1690s were at least
cognizant of its possible existence there. De Aguayo reported that
Joseph de Urrutia, who had been with Governor Alonso de Leon
when the Spaniards abandoned the missions of East Texas in
1693, was one of those who remained for several years among the
Indians. Carlos E. Castaneda wrote, "La Gran Quivira was
thought to be somewhere in the country of the Tejas and Aguayo
Duane K. Hale is chairman of the Education and Social Science Division, Navajo
Community College. Tsaile, Arizona.
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believed that Urrutia was the man best suited to discovering it
because of his intimacy with these Indians."4
The French was also interested in discovering mineralized
areas. The spread of the mining frontier along the borders of New
Spain was well known to the French crown. There is evidence
that the seizure of some of these mines was one of the motives for
the colonization of Louisiana. A document located in the
Bibliotheque Nationale in Paris, written in the year 1700, reads:
The king wants settlers to move to this (Louisiana)
country because there are gold and silver mines of Ste.
Barbe (Barbara) and he wants to send ships which are
going to leave soon.
The only thing I can tell you about this country
(Louisiana) is that I do not see what we could use it for,
except for the gold and silver mines that are to be found.'
Perhaps this is the same document which Francis Parkman had
reference to when he stated that an unpublished memoir of the
year 1700 stated that the seizure of the Mexican mines was one of
the motives for the colonization of Louisiana. 6
The French also expected to discover mines along the
Louisiana-Texas frontier. Especially was this true after the year
1711, when the governor of Louisiana, D'Bienville, wrote: "We
do not doubt that the Red River has mines according to the report
of all Indians (all the upper part of this river is at war with the
Spaniards and are acquainted with these mines)."7
Spaniards were again aroused by the vigor of the French of
Louisiana due to the charter dated September 14, 17 12, which
granted Anthoine Crozat the right to discover mines in the whole
of Louisiana.' Perhaps France's renewed interest in discovering
mines along this Spanish-French frontier had some influence on
the decision to establish the Natchitoches post along the Red
River in 1713. Apparently New Spain in turn renewed her efforts
at defensive expanisonism, for by the year 1717 six missions and
the presidio of Los Adaes had been erected by the Spaniards
along this international border. The post of Los Adaes was only
eighteen miles west of the French post of Natchitoches.
Shortly thereafter Natchitoches was moved to a second loca-
tion even closer to the Spanish post of Los Adaes and "on a site
very important as consequence of its proximity to the mountains
which, itis said, contain rich silver veins."9 Jose Pichardo quoted
an account which governor Franquis (Don Carlos, former gover-
nor of Texas) gave of some silver mines which existed in La Gran
Montana, where witnesses located the boundary between
Spanish Texas and French Louisiana.!· The letter is no longer
among the autos, but an extract of it was quoted by Pichardo and
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dated July 4, 1737:
It is not known for certain what reason moved Fran-
quis to decide to imprison Sandoval ... Whether it was
because of the fact Sandoval had permitted the (French) ..
. St. Denis, to build a presidio on lands of the presidio of
Los Adays (Adaes) of his New Spain of which Franquis
wrote with much zeal to your Excellency in a letter of
September 30, 1736 ... The large lagoon ofLos Adaes (the
bank of which is two leagues from this presidio), where our
soldiers had taken specimens from the mineral veins they
had found, and had made assays o( their silver ores ...
probably fired the French to occupy that country."
Charles W. Hackett concluded, when he translated Pichardo's
work, that since no confirmation of this fact had been discovered
by later historians, Senor Franquis' information proved to be
false.
A closer look at the documents which relate to this early
Spanish-French rivalry over East Texas and the Red River has
revealed that both the Spanish and French settlers had discovered
and were attempting to work mineral veins. As early as 1718
Guillaume Delisle's map, which was published in Paris, located
two lead mines on either side of the Trinity River in Texas, some
fifteen miles southwest of Mission San Francisco de Los Tejas,
which was established in 1716.l2 This would be near present
Malvern, Texas, in Leon County. As late as 1750 Vaugondy's
map still located the lead mines in that same area." Carlos E.
Castaneda recorded that a Spaniard had defected to the French at
Natchitoches in 1725; he told them about a supposed silver mine
near the Trinity River. When a band of Frenchmen failed to locate
the mine, it was assumed that it did not exist. 14 Most likely the
lead mines and the silver mine were located in the same area along
the Trinity.
A second East Texas mission which experienced some
prospecting nearby was Mission Nuestra Senora de los Delores
de los Ais, established in 1717. The Solis Diario for June I, 1767,
reported that the gold (near Delores) was situated in a red soil in a
country "likely to abound in gold ore."15 The existence of some
gold ore in that area was established as fact in the year 1837, when
the Telegraph and Texas Register stated, "Gold has been found
in considerable quantities near the Old Mission about one mile
below San Augustine. "1"
Although there are extensive iron ore deposits in present
East Texas, it has been well established that precious metals only
exist in limited amounts in that Cretaceous formation, but this
was not known in the early eighteenth century. Each mineral
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discovery, no matter how limited in amount, fired the hopes of
colonial New Spain.
Meanwhile the French looked upon Spanish Texas as a new
mining frontier. According to French records it was thought that
the Spaniards were trying to conceal their mining attempts in
Texas due to their proximity to the French. For example, a letter
dated July 20, 1721, written from Bienville to the Navy Cooncil
stated:
They (the Spaniards) have named this post San
Antonio and I have been assured that they have found a
considerable silver mine in the vicinity but the viceroy has
forbidden (them) to work it because of the proximity of the
French."
Bienville continued by stating that he was going to garrison St.
Bernard's Bay (Matagorda Bay) because it was the most
convenient place to maintain a commerce in silver with the
Spaniards. Bienville's plans were never developed, for the
Spaniards under the Marquis de Aguayo in May of 1721 had
established a military post and mission at St. Bernard."
The reason for removing the post of Natchitoches to the west
bank of the Red River in 1735 was probably its proximity to the
silver deposits near Los Adaes; Los Adaes had been abandoned
several years earlier. E vidence of prospecting near the new site of
Natchitoches by the French was cited in a letter dated June 17,
1732, written by a storekeeper at Natchitoches named Duplessis.
Duplessis described the area further up the Red River as being
rich in lead and silver mines 1 '
Evidently there was an attempt to work this silver deposit by
1734. M. Le Page Du Pratz, a colonial historian of Louisiana,
reported that a silver mine had been discovered near one of the
Cadoan villages above Natchitoches.'· This was found to be rich
and very pure metal, in a stone of chestnut color. A map
accompanied Du Pratz's work which labeled the mine as "The
Silver Mine of Duplessis. "'1
The document in the Paris archives carrying the date 1732
written by Duplessis reads:
Lands are said to be much richer at the Cadadakioux,
mostly in the plains. The mountains start thirty or
thirty-five miles from this post and I think they have a lot of
metals, since there are Spaniards who tell us that we have
silver mines at our doorstep. I send you stones which were
found to have pure silver in them. I have already made two
tests. It would be necessary to send some tools to dig inside
these mines. Mr. de St. Denis has strongly advised the
soldiers of this post to go and visit the mountains and to
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bring back stones of every kind. I am told that there are
lead mines in the Cadadakioux, which would be very
advantageous for us because it is near the other mines and
large quantities of lead are necessary to melt other
metals."
Although history has failed to record whether the Duplessis Mine
was later worked extensively and profitably, it is known that
interest in mining near the new site of Natchitoches continued
until the date 1759, for in that year a mining grant was issued for a
six-year period at Natchitoches."
The French discovered other mines further up the Red River
in present southeastern Oklahoma. A memoir dated July 12, 1734,
noted that silver mines had been located on the Red River, where
contact with English traders had been made. 24 This was probably
near the confluence of the Kiomichia and Red rivers, for Pichardo
stated later, "Many years before the French ceded Louisiana to
Spain in 1762, the French had erected a small fort on the Red
River, and they were mining in that area." Pichardo also stated:
The Kiomichia, called by the French La Riviere la
Mine or Mine River, is 150 yards wide and its waters are
navigable from the Red for 60 miles, to the silver mine,
which is on the bank of the river. The ore appears in large
quantities, but up to the present, no one knows how rich it
is. 25
Although none of the mines along the Louisiana-Texas
frontier were apparently extensive enough to warrant
development, the interest of Spanish Texas and French Louisiana
in mining helped to stimulate the settlement of East Texas. Later
East Texans found their land of Quivira, or land of mineral
wealth, when extensive iron ore and petroleum deposits were
discovered in East Texas. French interest in mining along the
eastern border of Texas ended by 1763, when Louisiana had been
pawned off to Spain shortly before the close of the French and
Indian War. Spanish miners then concentrated on the valuable
lead deposits of Upper Louisiana (Missouri), forgetting about the
earlier attempts to work mineral deposits along the Red River.
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EAST TEXAS COLLOQUY
Those who attended the Fall meeting of the Association
gathered at Nacogdoches on the campus of Stephen F. Austin
State University on Friday, September 28. The evening session
featured a screening of the 1915-vintage film directed by D.W.
Griffith entitled, "Martyrs of the Alamo." Following the film, a
panel composed of Dan Kilgore (author of H ow Did Davy Die?)
of Corpus Christi, Larry Hill of Texas A&M University, and Lee
Lawrence of Tyler discussed aspects of the Alamo story. A
reception at the home of Dr. and Mrs. William R. Johnson
followed.
Saturday morning the first session dealt with "Social History
of the Great Depression." Donald W. Whisenhunt of the
University of Texas at Tyler read a paper on "East Texas and the
Stock Market Crash," and Bobby Johnson of SFASU offered
"Recollections of the Great Depression, an Experiment in Oral
History." The session was chaired by Mrs. Lucille Fain of
Nacogdoches.
Following the mid-morning coffee break, a second session
entitled "Social History of the Camp Meeting" was presented.
Francis E. Abernethy presided, and Melvin R. Mason of Sam
Houston State University presented "Come Hungry, Come
Thirsty: The Religious Camp Meeting, an American Institution."
The Association's luncheon saw President Ralph W. Steen
preside over a full program. First, the C.K. Chamberlain Award
forthe best article to appear in Volume XVII was presented to Dr.
James M. McReynolds for his article on nineteenth century
Jasper County towns. Judge Joe Fisher of Beaumont presented
the Texas Historical Commission's Texas Award for Historic
Preservation to Dr. Steen for the Association's "distinguished
service in the field of historic preservation through the
publication of the East Texas Historical Journal." It was also
announced that the Association would receive the American
Association for State and Local History's Certificate of
Commendation for its cooperative work bet1"een lay and
professional historians. Dr. Robert S. Maxwell introduced the
luncheon speaker, Mr. Bob Bowman, who spoke on "Social
History of East Texas Sawmill Towns."
In the annual election of officers, Dr. Frank Smyrl, dean of
the School of Humanities and Social Sciences at the University of
Texas at Tyler, was elected president of the Association for
1979-1980. Mrs. Marion Holt of Beaumont was elected first
vice-president, and Mr. Max S. Lale of Marshall was elected
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second vice-president. Dr. William R. Johnson of Nacogdoches
and Mr. Lee Lawrence of Tyler were re-elected to the Board of
Directors and Mr. Bob Bowman of Lufkin was also elected to the
Board. Dr. Ralph W. Steen was designated Directur Emeritus. At
the Board of Directors meeting held on Friday, September 28,
Ms. Patricia Kell of Baytown, Bill O'Neal of Carthage, James
Smallwood of Stillwater, Oklahoma, and James Wilkins of Tyler
were added to the Editorial Board. In other action the Board also
agreed to sponsor an application to the Texas Committee for the
Humanities for a grant to produce newspaper articles and hold
public discussions on Eastern Texas History.
Our readers may be interested in two services for which we
recently received advertisements. Both offer to research
genealogical materials. Ostby's Americana (8758 Park Ave., Box
89, Bellflower, California 90706) specializes in the research of
military records, especially of the Civil War period. Genealogical
Indexing Services (Box 522, Dublin, Ohio 43017) announced the
TURPIN INDEX, a marriage record of Ohio, for sale at $15.
WESTART (Box 5512, Austin, Texas 78763) announced the
availability of artist Bruce Marshall's print entitled, "Landing
Party," for $35 plus $2.50 for handling. Number of prints are
limited to 500, and each is hand signed and numbered by the artist.
The San Jacinto Museum of History Association announced
the retirement of the Museum's Director, Dorothy W. Knepper,
in July. Knepper had served the Museum since 1944. The
Association also announced that J.C. Martin, formerly of the
University of Texas at Arlington, will succeed Mrs. Knepper as
Director.
The Texas Library and Historical Commission's name was
changed on August 27, 1979 to the Texas State Library and
Archives Commission. The enabling legislation, which was
passed by the Sixty-Sixth Legislature, changes only the name,
not the function, of the agency. Robert E. Davis of Waco
continues as chairman of the commission, with members C.
Stanley Banks of San Antonio, Mrs. Walter S. Moore of Austin,
Chilton O'Brien of Beaumont, Lucian L. Morrison of San
Antonio and Jon Ben Shepperd of Odessa.
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Professor Robert E. May (Department of History, Perdue
University, West Lafayette, Indiana 47907) who is researching a
biography of John A. Quitman of Mississippi, is trying to track
down Quitman materials believed to be in Texas. May would
appreciate hearing from anyone who might know the
whereabouts of any Quitman materials.
Bob O'Connor, Program Development Coordinator for the
Texas Committee for the Humanities (Box 19096, Arlington,
Texas 76019), invites inquires and applications for grant support
from the Committee. Write Bob for details.
The history of agriculture in the Southwest will be discussed
at an important symposium on May 13-15, 1980 at Texas A&M.
Members of the East Texas Historical Association are cordially
invited to attend sessions on agricultural politics, cooperatives
and modern marketing, farming and ranching, the agricultural
extension service, farmer movements and feed grain and
livestock. Prominent speakers about Texas and southwestern
agricultural history include Gilbert C. Fite, Leonard J. Arrington,
John Hutchison, Archie P. McDonald, Donald Green, George
Woolfolk and others. For further details, write your hosts: Dr.
Irvin May, Research Historian, Texas A&M University, Sterling
C. Evans Library, College Station, Texas or Dr. Henry C.
Dethloff, Department of History, Texas A&M University,
College Station, Texas 77843.
Professor Bennett H. Wall, Secretary-Treasurer of the
Southern Historical Association, has accepted a position as
Lecturer in American History at the University of Georgia
effective July I, 1980. At that time the business and executive
offices of the Southern Historical Association will move from
Tulane University, where they have been located fifteen years, to
the University of Georgia. Professor Wall will continue to serve
as Secretary-Treasurer there. The editorial offices of the Journal
ofSouthern History will remain at Rice University. After July I,
1980 all correspondence about SHA business affairs,
subscriptions, etc. should be sent to the following address:
Dr. Bennett H. Wall, Secretary-Treasurer
Southern Historical Association
The University of Georgia
Athens, Georgia 30601
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The Spring meeting of the East Texas Historical Association
will be held in Tyler on February 22-23. Dr. Patricia Gajda,
University of Texas at Tyler, is program chairman.
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BOOK REVIEWS
Fragile Empires, The Texas Correspondence (~f Samuel
Swartwout and James Morgan, 1836-1856. Edited by Feris
A. Bass and B.R. Brunson. (Shoal Creek Publishers, Inc.,
P.O. Box 9737, Austin, Texas 78766), 1978. Photographs,
Bibliography, Index. p. 384. $27.50.
This book is a compilation of the edited letters of Samuel
Swartwout and James Morgan from the years 1836-1856. Most of
the original letters are deposited in the Rosenburg Library,
Galveston, Texas; some are in the Barker Texas History Center
Archives at the University ofTexas, Austin, Texas. Swartwout, a
wealthy New York investor, was one of the organizers of the New
Washington Association, a scheme to buy and promote a land
development in which the city of New Washington (hopefully to
be the capital of the new Republic of Texas) would be located.
Swartwout was closely identified with many national political
figures, including Andrew Jackson and Martin Van Buren, and
was a Jackson appointee as Collector of Customs at the Port of
New York. As such, his private correspondence reflects
interesting and intimate details of national personalities and
intrigues in regards to Texas.
Morgan came to Texas to seek his fortune, but failed in the
merchantile business. It was through mutual friends that he
became employed by Swartwout's New Washington
Association. Morgan was as familiar with key Texas figures and
politics as Swartwout was on the national level.
The correspondence reveals Swartwout's financial aid to
Texas in her Revolution with Mexico in the hopes that it would
promote and protect his investment in lands purchased through
the New Washington Association. His efforts to receive payment
for this aid to Texas would be fruitless. He constantly refers to
this debt throughout the entire correspondence. The letters touch
on more than unpaid debts. They reveal intimate detail of major
Texas political issues of that time, including the relationship
between the new Republic and the United States, Great Britain,
France and Mexico, and Mexico's continuing hostile attitude
towards Texas independence. Further, the correspondence
reveals not only the deplorable Texas financial condition, but the
financial problems of the United States and the correspondents.
In addition, their interesting insights into political intrigues
involving Texas' Annexation both times appears as a continuous
effort in the correspondence. The reader will find Swartwout's
uncanny predictions of political outcomes of special interest. It is
interesting to watch the business relationship of Morgan and
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Swartwout develop into a personal friendship, and even affeclion
and deep concern for each, over the years .
While the book is very difficult to read because of the nature
of the correspondence, it is a book that will be valued by
geneologists as well as students of the Republic of Texas and
Middle American History. One of the problems is maintaining a
continuity due to length of time in receiving answers to previous
letters. Through no fault of the editors, the correspondents had an
aggravating habit of abbreviation. In spite of the tedious nature of
the correspondence, history stlJdents should find suspenseful
interest in the letters, both from a personal and historical
prospective. Footnoting is repititious.
Linda Cross
Tyler, Texas
Mier Expedition Diary: A Texan Prisoner's Account. By Joseph
D. McCutchan. Edited by Joseph Milton Nance. Foreword
by Jane A. Kenamore. (University ofTexas Press, Box 7819,
Austin, Texas 78712), 1978. Appendices, Bibliography,
Index. p. 246. $15.00.
The tragic story of the Mier Expedition and the hardships
suffered by the survivors who were forced to march to Mexico
City and then imprisoned in Castle Perote are well known to all
students of Texas history. The Joseph D. McCutchan diary and
the account of Thomas W. Bell constitute the most complete
accounts of the Mier expedition by participants from the
beginning of the Sommervell expedition in 1842 to the return of
the prisoners to Texas in 1844. The McCutchan diary has long
been known to scholars, but only now has it been published. The
original manuscript resides in the Rosenberg Library in
Galveston, and the history of how the diary has survived is in
itself a fascinating story.
Joseph D. McCutchan, a native of Tennessee, arrived in
Texas in 1841. At the age of nineteen he enrolled in Alexander
Sommervell's expedition to the Rio Grande. When Sommervell
decided to return, a large portion ofhis force refused and selected
William S. Fisher to be their commander to invade Mexico at
Mier. The effort proved a fiasco and of those who were captured,
nineteen were executed after the famous drawing of the "black
beans." The survivors were herded to Mexico City and later
encarcerated in Castle Perote. After enduring incredible
suffering, humiliation, and hardships of every variety, the
prisoners were finally returned to Texas in 1844. In Mexico
McCutchan was able to maintain a diary of the horrors of the
54 EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
experience and upon his return to Texas, he completed the early
parts of his story from memory.
Joseph Milton Nance, an imminent Texas scholar, has done a •
superb job of editing this most valuable primary work. To
preserve as much as possible the flavor of the document, he
maintained "the sentence structure, capitalization, and spelling
ofthe author but ... [has] used some discretion in interpreting the
punctuation in order to improved the readability of the
document." Nance has written a biographical sketch of
McCutchan and details the history of the diary and his frequent
difficulties in deciphering faded and water stained passages.
The editor has provided an exhaustive bibliography, an
excellent index, and a signature of sketches and photographs.
Unfortunately, there is no likeness of McCutchan, apparently
because none exists. Nance's copious explanatory footnotes
throughout the text greatly enhance the value of this volume. Not
only is this a most valuable primary source, but Nance's editing is
ofthe highest order. In fact, it could well serve as a text for those
who are preparing to edit a primary document. In short, Nance's
work is a classic.
Martin Hardwick Hall
University of Texas
at Arlington
Samuel H. Walker's Account of the Mier Expedition. Edited by
Marilyn M. Sibley. (Texas State Historical Association, Sid
Richardson Hall 2.306, University Station, Austin, Texas
78712), 1978. Photographs, Notes, Bibliography, Index. p.
110. $10.00.
Samuel Hamilton Walker arrived in Texas in 1842, and for
the next five years he led an extremely active and violent life in a
turbulent environment. He joined a military expedition sent to
retaliate against the Mexicans for their repeated raids into Texas.
When the main body of this force returned to Texas, Walker
remained with a group which continued to fight the Mexicans.
This band of adventurers was captured attempting to take the
Mexican town of Mier. The aggressive Texans escaped, but were
recaptured after an arduous and futile trek in search of freedom.
As punishment for their attempted escape, one in ten of the
Texans were executed. The victims were determined by having
the prisoners draw beans out of a mug, the unfortunates being
those who drew black beans. Walker survived this fatal gamble,
and he and his comrades were taken to Mexico City for
imprisonment under forced labor. Walker subsequently escaped
and found his way back to Texas. He retained his bitterness
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toward many of those involved in the affair, Texans as well as
Mexicans.
Walker's adventurous spirit led him to join the Texas
Rangers, where he distinguished himself by fighting Indians on
the frontier. He made recommendations to Samuel Colt on
adapting his new revol ver to serve the needs of mobile warfare on
the dangerous frontier. This led to the perfection of the model
known as the Walker Colt. Walker did not live to enjoy his fame,
for the vengeful Texan was killed fighting his former captors in
1847 during the Mexican War.
This book presents the journal kept by this soldier offortune
concerning the punitive expedition of 1842 and his imprisonment
in Mexico. In this Walker describes brutal fighting, tortuous
captivity, and constant encounters with the deaths of his
comrades. He also provides revealing, sometimes scathing,
commentary on the actions of his officers, Mexicans, and Texan
politicians. Walker's account is well preserved in this work. The
journal is placed in its historical context with a concise and
informative introductory section, then is edited sufficiently for
organization and readability without detracting from the flavor of
the original. Notes provides relevant biographical and historical
information to illuminate points mentioned by Walker. A map of
his journey and several contemporary illustrations enhance the
appeal of this chronicle. This book will be welcomed by general
readers and scholars as a portrayal ofanother fascinating segment
of Texas history.
Michael Everman
Oklahoma State University
Ten Years in the Saddle: The Memoir a/William Woods Averell,
1851-1862. By William Woods Averell. Edited by Edward K.
Eckert and Nicholas J. Amato. (Presidio Press, 1114 Irwin
Street, San Rafael California 94901), 1978. Bibliographic
Notes, Index..p. 443. $16.95.
The military history buff will enjoy this book for several
reasons, as will the reader who just enjoys a good book about the
taming of the West. William Woods Averell tells his own story
and takes himself from the cradle to the middle of the Civil War,
by way of West Point (Class of 1855) and service in the far western
territories of New Mexico and Arizona.
Born in New York state on November 5, 1832, Averell lived a
rich and full life, robust, adventurous, and military, until 1864,
when Gen. Phil Sheridan removed Averell from his command of
cavalry soldiers. Returning to civilian life, Averell was successful
in business and industry, living until February 3, 1900.
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Averell's background is given in his "Introduction," where
he tells about his family ties. His West Point career is told in
Chapter 1. His work in the cavalry, coupled with service on the
plains, in New Mexico, and against the Navajo and other assorted
Indians, are well covered in Chapters 2 through 14. His return
from the far West is told appropriately enough in Chapter 15,
entitled "Homeward," wherein he is invalided home. The Civil
War is dealt with in Chapters 16 through 24, the most interesting
of these being those entitled "Bull Run," "Military Necessity,"
and "Conduct of the War."
As an officer involved in front-line duty, Averel1 was in a
unique position to be "in" on the entire course of the War. And
being of a "pack rat" disposition, he saved all his notes, letters,
orders, daybooks, journals, diaries, and newspaper clippings, on
which he drew to refresh his memory when he wrote this memoir.
Hence, his description and interpretation of political choices and
military expediency are most interesting, even though his
thoroughly un-Lincolnesque bias shines throughout. In fact, that
Averell was a Democrat is the most obvious thing in this latter
part of the book.
Averell bears down hard on the Lincoln Administration's
policy, as he calls it, of appointing politicians and political figures
to run the War, rather than letting the military men trained in that
duty take care of the fighting. In his final chapter, "Conduct ofthe
War," Averell is particularly vituperous against the politicians
and their helpers, the newspapers. He really gets hostile when he
describes the summary dismissal of Gen. McClellan as
commander ofthe Army of the Potomac, and then gets positively
rabid when the story of his own removal from command is told.
The bias really turns to bitterness, which although quite obvious
does not mar the man's reminiscences for the reader.
That Averell was a good trooper and fine officer is obvious
not only from his own writing but is substantiated from the
"Editors' Epilogue" as well. The editors have gone to quite a bit
of trouble to substantiate Averell's claims and observations and
have come to the conclusion that Averell and his cavalry were
indeed a source of terror to the Confederacy. The reason the
editors give for Averell's removal is simply that his use of tactics
was outdated and that a new class of soldier was needed. Averell
was too cautious and gentlemanly to be a good soldier by the end
of the Civil War.
After the War, Averell went into business and also the
diplomatic corps. He was "a knowing, farsighted person who,
because of a weakness or trait in his character, lacked or chose
not to be motivated by the 'root hog or die' philosophy that
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prevailed" in that era known as the Gilded Age. (pp. 419-20)
William Woods Averell was a man, and he lived by his ways
and upbringing. His memoir is interesting reading, factual, and
well done. And it is enjoyable.
H.C. Arbuckle, III
Corpus Christi, Texas
Texas in the Confederacy: Military Installations, Economy and
People. By Bill Winsor. (Hill Junior College Press, Box 619,
Hillsboro, Texas 76645), 1978. Photographs, Maps, Sources,
Index. p. 154. $12.50. .
This book is for those individuals who will be happy only
when every facet of the War Between the States is known. It
examines aspects of life in Texas from economics to soldier
poetry.
The title is somewhat misleading, and it is only in the subtitle
that the true scope of the work is indicated. The treatment does
not chronicle events outside Texas, so the exploits of Hood's
Brigade are not related. Indeed, battles appear only peripherally.
The major emphasis is on Texas; what was done in defense
fortifications, the effect on the economy, the composition of both
Confederate and Union navies, maps and illustrations, and
profiles and anecdotes about Texas and Texans.
One aspect not covered was the conflict between Unionists
and Confederates among the citizens. Texans seem somewhat
ashamed of the Unionist sentiment, although the most prominent
exponent was Sam Houston.
Research is obviously extensive. Details of construction of
fortifications are given and the listing of vessels of both navies
appears to be complete. A Confederate bias is shown by listing
commanding officers for those vessels while omitting Union
commanders.
As previously mentioned, Texas is the subject, and it is never
better illustrated than in the Profiles and Anecdotes section,
which is very well done. The selections include the iconoclastic
humor of "Constitution of the Sea Coast Guards", period poetry
in the sentimental vein and "The Wartime Journal of Major John
E.T. Milsaps". Here, the homefront is seen through the eyes ofa
ten year old boy, and the picture is vivid.
This book is not for the general reader, but it contains much
valuable information for those interested Texas during the War
Between the States.
H.L. Sandefer
Virginia Beach, Virginia
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Stop the Evil: A Civil War History ofDesertion and Murder. By
Robert 1. Alotta. (Presidio Press, 1114 Irwin Street, San
Rafael, California 92901), 1978. Acknowledgments, Notes,
Bibliography, Index, Photographs, Illustrations. p. 202.
$14.95.
On August 26, 1864, William H. Howe, a soldier, went to his
death. Dying was nothing extraordinary in 1864, but the death of
William H. Howe was unique. Howe died on the gallows after
Lincoln had refused to stop his execution for the crimes of
desertion and murder. According to Robert I. Alotta, the
execution was the culmination of a process which began when
Secretary of War Edwin Stanton decided an example was
necessary to "stop the evil" of desertion from the union ranks.
The Civil War was not supported unanimously in the North.
Even in the early stages problems arose in meeting enlistment
quotas. But one of those who volunteered was William H. Howe.
Howe served with valor, if without distinction, until the battle of
Fredericksburg. There, poor leadership led to a bloodbath
without purpose. But William H. Howe remained with his unit,
even as those in more preferred positions fled. Then he suffered
through the winter and developed crippling dysentary. Finally, he
had enough. Like so many of his comrades, Howe went home.
For some months Howe remained on his farm. Most of his
neighbors knew that he was there, and he made no attempt to
hide. Then came Stanton's decision to reduce desertion. Those
who attempted to arrest Howe attacked at night. One was killed
so Howe faced charges of murder as well as desertion. Twice the
courts martial found Howe gUilty. Howe was the first, the
symbol, the victim of Stanton's need to have an example. At least
such is the view of Robert 1. Alotta.
Possibly so. But Alotta might be misreading the evidence. He
gained the inspiration for this work from the case of Eddie Slovik,
the man executed for desertion during World War II. On the
surface the two cases are similar. But Alotta uses evidence of
dubious value. Excluding the testimony at the trials, Howe left no
record ofhis thoughts. Alotta uses diaries and reports of men who
had similar experiences to Howe-similar, but not necessarily the
same. To be solid, this work needs more evidence concerning
Howe's life and feeling's.
5 top the Evil is interesting to read, but it has flaws. It uses
questionable evidence. Also, the attempt to fit what is available
into a preconceived pattern weakens the worth of the work. The
study has merit as an attempt to fill a void, but it is not definitive.
J. Herschel Barnhill
Oklahoma State University
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Vigilante Days: Frontier Justice Along the Niobrara. By Harold
Hutton. (The Swallow Press, Inc., 811 West Junior Terrace,
Chicago, Illinois 60613), 1978. Illustrations, Maps,
Appendix, Notes, Index. p. 365. $15.00.
During the waning decades of the nineteenth century, the
area along the Niobrara river in northern Nebraska became
notorious for its "Court of Last Resort." Activity by horse and
cattle thieves in the rugged river region caused the organization of
numerous vigilante committees. Harold Hutton recounts the
clash between vigilante and thief, using such sources as
newspaper accounts, court records, letters to state officials,
published histories, folk tales, and an interview with a
ninety-eight-year-old former vigilante. Hutton attempts to deal
objectively with various episodes of vigilante justice which
occurred from 1883 to 1906, and then he lets the reader decide
whether the existance of the vigilante committees was justified.
Hutton details the summary justice dealt out to thieves
(imagined and real) on the untamed frontier of Nebraska's
northern country. The Niobrara region was remote and
inaccessible, a disadvantage for lawmen and an advantage for the
lawless. During the height of vigilante activity along the Niobrara,
fifteen lives were lost, several persons dissappeared without
explanation, and many suspected thieves fled the country.
Because settlers populated the area before adequate law
enforcement arrived, honest homesteaders often left the region in
fear of both vigilante and thief, resulting in a slowing of
immigration. Hutton also tells about noted outlaws Doc
Middleton and Kid Wade, about local politicalintrigue, and about
the Populist Party's rise in northern Nebraska.
The author presents his regional study of vigilante
committees in an objective and readable style, using timely
endnotes to show his documentation. Numerous illustrations
greatly enhance the work, as do appropriate maps, appendixes,
and an index. This volume contributes to the literature on
vigilante justice ,as well as to the social and political history of the
region. Readers interested in these topics and students of the
American West in general will find this study worthwhile.
Timothy A. Zwink
Northwestern Oklahoma State
University
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The Capture of John Wesley Hardin. By Chuck Parsons.
(Creative Publishing Company, Box 9292, College Station,
Texas 77840), 1978. Photographs, Notes, Bibliography,
Acknowledgements, Index. p. 121. $9.95.
At the age of twenty-four, John Wesley Hardin had been
credited with at least twenty killings, and some said that he had
sent maybe fifty men to their graves. He was probably the most
feared man in Texas and certainly the one most wanted by the
law. Hardin's career as a gunfighter did not end in a blaze ofgiory,
however. He was arrested on a train in Pensacola, Florida, on
August 22, 1877; his apprehension was so effectively carried out
that he was unable even to draw his pisto1.
Although the capture of Hardin did not contain the drama
from which legends are made, it is an interesting story. Drawing
on newspaper reports, Hardin's personal papers, and secondary
sources, as well as Hardin's autobiography, Chuck Parsons has
written an authoritative account of the events which culminated
in the capture of Hardin and his return to Texas.
In the spring of 1877 detective Jack Duncan discovered that
Hardin was living in Pollard, Alabama, under the name ofJohn H.
Swain and requested that Texas Ranger John B. Armstrong
journey to Pollard and arrest him. Armstrong consequently
received acclaim for subduing Hardin. However, Parsons has
found that William Henry Hutchinson, the Sheriff of Escambia
County, Alabama, deserves the praise for that deed. Huchinson
was the one who confronted Hardin on the train and disarmed him
with his deputy's help.
Hardin was transported back to Texas, where he was
convicted of the second degree murder of Charles M. Webb in
1874. Sentenced to twenty-five years in prison, he was pardoned
in 1984. In August of 1895, he died in a saloon in EI Paso, shot in
the back. He suffered a tragic, but not heroic, end. Nonetheless,
he had been the deadliest gunman in Texas, if not the West, and
his activities and those of the lawmen who brought him to bay
merit attention. Parsons' book examines both.
Thomas Burnell Colbert
Oklahoma State University
Gunpowder Justice: A Reassessment of the Texas Rangers. By
Julian Samora, Joe Bernal, and Albert Pena. (University of
Notre Dame Press, P.O. Box L, Notre Dame, Indiana
46556), 1979. Acknowledgements, Bibliography, Index. p.
179. $10.95.
In the early days of American colonization in Texas,
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empresario Stephen F. Austin hired ten men to protect his
settlements from marauding Indians. This group of frontiersmen
was to range throughout the settlements intercepting the attacks
of hostile tribes. After Texas secured its freedom from Mexico
these "Rangers" were made a permanent defensive force. The
Texas Rangers are one of the most enduring legacies of the
American West. The Ranger has become the personification of
the cool-headed, slow-to-anger, frontier lawman and a paragon of
law and order. It is this image of the Texas Rangers that Julian
Samora, Joe Bernal, and Albert Pena seek to correct in
Gunpowder Justice: A Reassessment ofthe Texas Rangers.
Instead of the impartial protector of the defenseless, Samora,
Bernal, and Pena see the Rangers as instruments of the Anglo
power structure that has controlIed Texas for one hundred years.
According to the authors, the Rangers were never hesitant to step
outside the law to intimidate the Mexican or Indian minorities in
Texas. The Rangers have been the pawns ofTexas governors and
instruments of economic and political oppression.
The revision of a standard historical interpretation is an
accepted and sometimes needed scholarly endeavor. Hopefully
the revision will expose flaws in research or any bias which might
tint the account. The end product of this reassessment should be a
more accurate, objective picture of the subject. Unfortunately the
authors of Gunpowder Justice have simply replaced a favorable
distortion of the Texas Rangers with one decidedly unfavorable.
The account is by no means comprehensive or objective. The text
is based on very selective secondary sources. GunpowderJustice
is a social and political indictment of the Texas Rangers. One of
the stated purposes of the book is a scholarly examination of the
myth and the reality of the Rangers. If the need for a scholarly
reassessment of this group existed before Gunpowder Justice
was published, then that need still remains.
Larry D. Roberts
South Dakota State
University
And the Passing of the Old West. By J. Evetts Haley. (Jenkins
Publishing Company, P.O. Box 2085, Austin, Texas 78768),
1978. Bibliography, Vitae of Contributing Authors,
Illustrations, Index. p. 239.
1. Evetts Haley, the man, and his contributions to Texas
history and literature, provide the central theme forthis attractive
bibliography. While the book could have been improved with
tighter organization, Chandler Robinson advocates that Haley's
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"unmatched ability makes him an ideal author to perpetuate the
Old West." (p. 33)
Consider first the literature. With a list of Haley's 373
writings from 1920 through 1976,J. Evetts Haley and the Passing
ofthe Old West supersedes Robinson's earlier bibliography. This
new work contains chronological listings ofbooks and pamphlets,
pUblished and unpublished speeches, book reviews,
miscellaneous publications, unpublished manuscripts, ephemera
and even a special section: trivia. Then follows a chronological
listing of Haley's writings. But as any reader knows, the test of an
author's merit lies not in the number of publications, but in a rare
ability to research and write about difficult subjects.
Readers will gain insight into Haley's thought, interesting
prose and diverse talents. His son, Evetts, notes key elements in
his father's personality, the people who influenced his father's
thought, and concludes that Haley was a "superb wordsmith."
(p. 14). Melvin Bradford adds a portrait of Haley the scholar.
Savoie Lottinville and others conclude that Haley's Charles
Goodnight was "the best Plains Biography ever written." (p. 69).
Twelve other authors make keen observations or commemorate
various aspects of Haley's diverse career. Joe Frantz brings the
reader back to Robinson's theme with a Webb and a Dobie story
and Haley's genuine attachment to the Old West.
The significance of this book is multifold. Its principal value
will attract the book lover, be that person a collector or reader of
Texana. Political conservatives will have their heart deeply
warmed as Haley becomes partly exonerated in print. Graduate
students of historiography will have their curiosity aroused.
Lastly, this bibliography will be agood jumping off place for a
deeper indepth study of J. Evetts Haley.
Irvin May
Texas A&M University
Mexico and the United States in the Oil Controversy, 1917-1942.
By Lorenzo Meyer. (University of Texas Press, Box 7819.
Austin, Texas 78712), 1977. Appendix, Notes, Sources,
Index. p. 367. $19.95.
Lorenzo Meyer has written a fine book dealing with the most
important question of this century in United States-Mexican
relations-the status of the Mexican holdings of US-based oil
companies following the Mexican Revolution of 1910-1917. He
points out the centrality of the oil dispute to policies of
post-Revolutionary governments in Mexico. So important was
the future of foreign oil holdings that it came to be seen in Mexico
City as " ... the touchstone for a new style ofrelations between
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Mexico and the rest of the world." (230) The dispute exerted such
tremendous leverage upon vital aspects of domestic policy in
Mexico that " ... the concept of property as defined in the
Constitution of 1917, and to a great extent the whole program of
economic and political reform, hinged on its solution." (xiii)
This book is a translation ofMeyer's second Mexican edition
published by EI Colegio de Mexico in 1972 (first ed., 1968). The
author drew primarily upon documents found in the archives of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Mexico and in the National
Archives in Washington, D.C. The second Mexican edition
resulted when important new documents became available to the
author in both US and Mexican archives in 1970. Much ofthe new
material concerned the crucial years of the mid- and late 1930s,
dealing directly with the unprecedented expropriation of most
foreign oil companies in 1938.
Much of Meyer's work confirms the standard interpretation
of this subject, adding new details and a sharper focus. In several
areas, however, he alters our previous understanding of the oil
dispute. In his treatment of the position of the Mexican
government during the years 1917-1920 Meyer shows that
President Carranza's personal commitment to the new
constitution's anti-foreign provisions regarding property rights
was stronger than previously realized and played a major role in
the Mexican stance. Also, Meyer reveals that the attitude of the
Roosevelt administration in the post - 1938 period as seen in US
State Department documents was by no means as pacific and
conciliatory as previously suggested, making all the more
remarkable the Mexican accomplishment in surviving the crisis.
Meyer admits that his sympathies lie with Mexico during the
long dispute but he manages a creditably impartial scholarly
analysis of this knotty and emotional issue. This book is
thoroughly researched and Muriel Vasconcellos has provided an
excellent translation. It is a worthy addition to the publications of
El Colegio de MeXico, and the University of Texas Press is to be
commended for making it available to an English-speaking public.
Unfortunately, the UT Press chose to publish the book in a format
which detracts from its readability. The work features small type
and closely-spaced lines more suited to a small paperback than to
an expensive hardbound book.
Readers interested in Mexico and our relations with that
nation will overcome this hindrance, though, and will find
Meyer's book well worth the effort.
D.S. Chandler
Miami University
Oxford, Ohio
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Landscapes and Gardens for Historic Buildings. By Rudy J.
Favretti and Joy Putman Favretti. (American Association for
State and Local History, 1400 Eighth Avenue South,
Nashville, Tennessee, 37203), 1979. Photographs, Drawings,
Appendix, Bibliography, Index. p. 202. $10.00 ($9.50 to
members).
At the present time there is active involvement for the
preservation and restoration of historic buildings throughout the
United States. The landscapes and gardens which at one time
surrounded these buildings are also important historically. To
truly reflect another period in time, these landscapes and gardens
of historic sites must be carefully researched and developed.
Historic buildings are greatly enhanced when their authentic
landscape design is restored. In Landscapes and Gardens for
Historic Buildings the Faverttis provide outstanding guidance in
all matters of landscape and garden design for authentic period
settings. The American Association for State and Local History is
to be congratulated for recognizing the need for this type book
and making it available to restorers and preservationists.
The book is directed primarily to historic house museums
and other buildings of historical significance, but the information
will be of equal value to private homeowners, horticulturists, and
anyone interested in creating period settings. It contains a brief
history and chronology of landscape design in the United States
from the Colonial days to the Twentieth Century, and explains the
importance of accurate and extensive research on the property.
The Favrettis then tell how to develop a landscape plan based on
that research, how to find and identify authentic plants for the
period, and how to maintain and care for the restored landscape.
Throughout the book one hundred eleven period drawings,
prints, and photographs illustrate landscape and garden plans,
including ornamentation, statuary, fencing, and walkways. The
Favrettis provide a list of more than 2100 plants and flowers plus
the dates they came into popular use; thereby making their
handbook a very useful tool and easy to apply.
Rudy J. Favretti is a Professor of Landscape Architecture at
the University of Connecticut, and a practicing landscape
architect. He has served as a landscape consultant on more than
100 historic sites including Old Sturbridge Village, Mystic
Seaport, and Monticello. Joy P. Favretti is a botanist and
researcher who has collaborated with her husband on several
recently published works.
In spite of the recent renewed emphasis on preservation in
America, the restoration of original landscapes and gardens is
often overlooked; therefore, it is becoming increasingly
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important to treat what remains to be done with the historic
integrity and care it deserves.
Sarah Jackson
Nacogdoches, Texas
Recreating the Historic House Interior. By William Seale.
(American Association for State and Local History, 1400
Eighth Avenue South, Nashville, Tennessee 37203), 1979.
Photographs, Index. p. 270. $22.00 ($16.00 to members).
William Seale's Recreating the Historic House Interior may
well be one of the most important historiographic works of recent
years. Although the avowed purpose is to serve as a textbook for
those faced with the problem ofrecreating an historic interior, the
volume is a model for anyone interested in the tactics ofhistorical
research-particularly on the local level-and should be considered
as a text for both undergraduate and graduate historiography
courses. Both as a discussion of historic method and as an
example ofgood writing by an historian, it is a model which could
be profitably examined by students and faculty alike.
As a guide to the techniques and perils of restoring the
historic interior, the book is completely reliable. Following a
discussion of research techniques, Seale explores the
ramifications and problems of restoration, furnishing plans,
furniture, transient objects, lighting and textiles, and concludes
with a useful essay that brings the different themes together, and
sets the stage for a sound interpretive program. Perhaps the most
valuable part of the book is the collection of photographs of
interiors - both historic and recreated - appended to the text.
Accompanied by brief commentaries, these photographs are
invaluable resources for anyone preparing to deal with the
historic interior. Texas readers will be pleased to find a number of
interiors from Texas included in the book.
The bibliography is particularly useful, for it includes
references both to the current literature and to works which have
fallen from fashion, but still contain much useful information.
Furthermore, Seale is aware that museums are faced with the
problem of the Twentieth Century interior, and he suggests
sources which are of particular value when exploring this period.
In sum, thi s is a book of great value to the historical community,
and one which is required reading for preservationists, and
recommended reading for every other historian.
Patrick H. Butler III
North Texas State University
Historical Collection
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Radical Protest and Social Structure: The Southern Farmers'
Alliance and Collon Tenancy, /880-/890. By Michael
Schwartz. (Academic Press, Inc., III Fifth Avenue, New
York, New York 10(03), 1976. Charts, Index. p. 302. $19.25.
Periodically, a number of scholars simultaneously focus their
attention on a critical period of history and force a major
reassessment of historical forces. Such a reassessment is
occurring in the historiography of the Farmers' Alliance and the
Populist movements in the late nineteenth century United States.
Significant studies such as Robert C. McMath, Jr., Populist
Vanguard: A History of the Southern Farmers' Alliance (1975);
James M. Youngdale, Populism: A Psychohistorical Perspective
(1975); Lawrence Goodwyn, Democratic Promise: The Populist
Moment in America (1976); and Michael Schwartz, Radical
Protest and Social Structure: The Southern Farmers' Alliance
and COllon Tenancy, /880-/890 (1976) have contributed to this
development. The authors have challenged standard
interpretations of the Alliance and the Populist movements and
have pointed out the key role of the South in developing the
Alliance, the innovative efforts of the Alliance in developing
economic and political self-help, and the devastating backlash of
their opponents.
Not the least of these studies is Schwartz' Radical Protest
and Social Structure. Schwartz is a sociologist who brings the
methodology of sociology and social structure to bear on an
historical force, the Southern Farmers' Alliance, in this superb
book where he "attempts to present a set of fresh historical and
sociological facts" (x). The result has to be considered must
reading by anyone concerned with southern history. Schwartz
persuasively argues that the SFA "was particularly resourceful
and creative in its attempts to dismantle the Southern tenant
farming system" (ix). He shows that the SFA's ultimate failure
was not inevitable; class antagonisms, both within and without
the Alliance, paved the way.
Schwartz' study is a singular contribution for both his
description of the tenancy system and his analysis of the
underpinnings of the Alliance. He thoroughly dissects "the
one-crop cotton tenancy system," with a clear explanation of the
basic tenancy relationships, the tenancy system, the dynamics of
change in southern farm tenancy"and farmer immiserdtion and
the reemergence of the planter aristocracy. He delineates, in 36
concise pages, the organizational history of the SFA. To many, as
to Schwartz, the most important portion of the book evaluates
"theoretical considerations." Using occasional examples from
the Alliance, he discusses the parameters of organizational
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behavior, the determinants of organized protest, and the life of
protest organizations. Finally, he analyzes "the process of
Alliance protest" by depicting local economic action, the
Alliance Exchange, the Jute Boycott, actions of the SFA in
Richmond County, North Carolina, and the shift to politics.
In a short review, it is impossible to convey the handling of
intricate class relationships, the dialectics described, or the
overall impact of the work. It is thought-provoking, based on
up-to-date methodology, informative, and interesting to read. If I
have any criticism, it is that the discussion of theoretical
considerations too quickly dismisses the views of others, almost
as if he were setting up paper targets to knock down. But this is a
minor criticism, and the book is a major contribution to the
understanding of a protest organization that had a good chance to
succeed. In fact, the intermediate successes of the Alliance
probably led to their ultimate failure. A successful action, like the
cooperatives, generated the opposition of a wide ranging group of
bankers and wholesalers who united with the planters and
merchants to defeat the tenants.
Some historians will criticize the faulty original research, on
occasion, in historical sources, but overall this is a challenging
study.
Bruce A. Glasrud
California State University
Hayward
Custodians of the Coast: History of the United States Army
EnRineers at Galveston. By Lynn M. Alperin. (U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, Galveston District, P.O. Box 1229,
Galveston, Texas 77553), 1977. Photographs, Index,
Bibliography, Charts, Maps. p. 318. $6.00.
This is a small, but well condensed history of the Galveston
District of the United States Army Corps of Engineers, covering
the various civil and military projects within the district from 1887
to the 1970s.
Mrs. Alperin, a Galveston housewife with a considerable
background in writing and research, spent four years scrutinizing
myriads of archival material at the Corps headquarters in
Galveston and area libraries. The end product is a well written
and readable volume with well placed photographs and
illustrations.
The Galveston district was established in 1880, primarily to
plan and supervise improvement of waterways along the Texas
Gulf coast from the Sabine River to the Rio Grande. At one time
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the district also was responsible for inland waterways in
Louisiana, Arkansas, Oklahoma and New Mexico.
Among the more important projects of the district were the
deepening of Galveston harbor, design and construction of the
Galveston seawall, and the dredging of Buffalo Bayou to make
Houston an inland deepwater port.
Mrs. Alperin also explores the military mission of the Corps,
including the building of coastal fortifications and airfields. She
also takes a look at the changing times and how more in depth
studies must be undertaken due to the delicate ecology of the
coastal region.
This book is especially recommended for East Texans in
view of future water and recreational projects. Lake
Nacogdoches and making the Sabine River navigable for barge
traffic as far inland as Longview involves Corps personnel,
although not necessarily under the supervision of the Galveston
district office. One should, however, familiarize themselves with
the Corps and its history, and how this unique government agency
functions.
The work is further enhanced by a good bibliography and
index.
Maury Darst
Galveston College
A Political History o.fthe Cherokee Nation, 1838-1907. By Morris
L. Wardell. (University of Oklahoma Press, 1005 Asp
Avenue, Norman, Oklahoma 73069), 1938, 1977.
Photographs, Appendices, Bibliography, Index. p. 383.
$12.50.
In 1938 the University of Oklahoma Press published Morris
L. Wardell's A Political History of the Cherokee Nation.
1838-1907 as Volume 17 of its Civilization of the American Indian
Series. Now, some forty years later, that same press has reissued
the book with a new "bibliographical foreword" by Rennard
Strickland. As noted in his Preface, Wardell sought to trace the
political history of the "Cherokee Nation from the thirties of the
past century to the termination of tribal government" in 1906. In
so doing, he has delineated the political life of an independent
nation within the confines of a "young, vigorous, and rapidly
expanding United States."
The volume can be divided into two general periods, both
characterized by political conflict and compromise. The first,
encompassing the years 1835 to 1866, was dominated by the
remarkable chief, John Ross. During these years Ross and his
•
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non-treaty party worked to organize and unify the Cherokee
people in the West, to create a viable constitutional government,
to end the internecine struggle between his party and the political
opposition, and, above all, to safeguard the sovereignty of the
nation. By the time of his death in 1866, Ross had laid the
groundwork for a sound nation.
The second period, 1866 to 1907, saw the Cherokee state
threatened by forces beyond its control. Indeed, the political
independence that Ross had helped to forge for his people was
slowly subverted by the intrusion of land-hungry railroad
promoters and settlers. Washington, too, weakened the tribal
government by a series of court decisions, congressional acts,
and executive policy changes. The dissolution of the Cherokee
nation as an independent political entity came shortly after the
turn of the century, when the federal government, bent on
organizing an Indian Territory, coerced the Cherokees into
accepting the severalty principle and dissolving their
representative government. Not surprisingly, Wardell places
ultimate blame for the Cherokees' loss of sovereignty upon the
United States.
As the title suggests, this book deals with politics and little
else. Because the political issues affecting the Cherokees were
both complex and interrelated, Wardell, at times, tends to repeat
himself. Additionally, his narrow focus and apparent indecision
on an organizational format make some chapters (12 and 16 in
particular) seem agonizingly long. Despite its flaws, the study
remains the definitive political history of the Cherokee nation
and, as such, deserves to be read.
Gerald D. Saxon
Texas County Records Inventory
Project
Denton, Texas
Git Along. Little Dogies. By John I. White. (University of Illinois
Press, Urbana, Illinois 61801), 1975. Songs, Photographs,
Appendix, Index. p. 221. $10.00.
Another book in that distinguished series, Music in
American Life, Git Along. Uttle Dogies makes a significant
contribution to our knowledge of one segment of American
music. Subtitled Songs and Songmakers of the American West.
the book tells the stories behind a number of songs and gives short
biographies of several who made contributions, from Owen
Wister to the author himself.
White was once the "Lonesome Cowboy" of the 20 Mule
Team "Death Valley Days" radio program. He went West, to
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Arizona, after finishing college in Maryland. There he met
Romaine Lowdermilk (author of "The Big Corral") and was
initiated into cowboy music. Mter spending years in a business
quite apart from singing, he returned to his early interest and put
together these stories of the origins of such old favorites as
"Home on the Range," "Strawberry Roan," and "Zebra Dun."
It is evident that White went to considerable effort to collect
information. He pays high tribute to John A. Lomax for his
collections of range land songs, but he does not hesitate to correct
Lomax's errors. He does give Lomax credit for acknowledging
the contributions of D.l. "Kid" O'Malley, author of, among
others, "When the Works al1 Done This Fall." But, says White,
Dobie refused to believe O'Malley could have written the songs,
believing they must have been done much earlier.
White raises the question of whether "The Big Corral"
should be considered a folk song now that he has revealed the
authorship after it was listed as "authentic" by such authorities
as Charles Haywood when it was anonymous. He should read
Mody Boatright's "Folklore in a Literate Society" for his
answer.
Final1y, readers familiar with the series might ask if this book
duplicates Glenn Ohrlin's The Hell-Bound Train. There is some
overlapping, but Ohrlin simply presents the songs with brief
introductory notes; White tel1s more detailed stories ofthe songs
and their makers, and the lists of songs are not identical.
Ernest B. Speck
Sui Ross State University
The Wind. By Dorothy Scarborough. (University of Texas Press,
Box 7819, Austin, Texas 78712), 1979. p. 337. $10.95.
The only substantive difference between the original edition
of The Wind in 1925 and the present one is Sylvia Grider's
perceptive, well-written "Foreword," which gives perspective
for what is to follow, a simple story set in the neighborhood of
Sweetwater, Texas, at the time of the great drought of 1886-87, its
theme the effects of wind, sand, and drought on the mind and
emotions of Letty Hightower, a young Virginia woman new to the
Texas frontier.
The first edition of The Wind got to Texas at an inauspicious
time, for 1925 was a drought year. Scarborough's realistic
portrayal of West Texas in drought riled people already edgy
because of the very conditions the book described. The present
edition will raise no such rumpus, for more of its readers will be
oriented to smog and noise than to wind and dust. Moreover, its
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inclusion in the Barker Texas History Center Series and
publication by the University ofTexas Press will direct it toward a
more calmly critical body of readers.
The Wind deserves a chance with this generation of readers ,
though they may finish it feeling that Scarborough was better
prepared to write about the wind than about its effects on a
woman's mind and emotions. As a novel it is a gentle zephyr that
will leave no wrinkle on the sands of time, but as Texana it is a
landmark standing out on the horizon of Texas literature because
it deals with a previously neglected topic, the role of women on a
developing agricultural frontier.
The University of Texas Press is to be commended for
putting The Wind back on book shop selves and for choosing
Sylvia Grider to write the "Foreword." She is a sound scholar
better prepared to write about wind, sand, and drought than Ms
Scarborough.
Sid Cox, retired
Texas A&M University
This is Texas. By Mabell Purcell and Stuart Purcell. (Futura
Press, Austin, Texas), 1977. Photographs. p. 241. $10.00.
The title of this book is misleading. The text is not an
overview of the history of Texas, nor ofany of its principal parts.
Rather, it is more of a hodgepodge of seventy-eight mostly
unrelated and unorganized personal chronicles. The book is a
family Bicentennial project arranged in the format ofa scrapbook.
The forward is written by Dorman H. Winfrey. It is an
articulate and commendable statement for the value of local
history. It is also a good example of the political astuteness ofour
state librarian, since Dr. Winfrey's forward does not forcefully
praise the historical value of this particular book.
The following selections should give the reader a good
understanding of the nature of this text. The first article is entitled
"A Texan Attacks Five Grizzlies and Lives" by S.M. Purcell,
relates an incident in the life of Stuart Purcell's father while he
was on a bear hunt at Wyoming in 1902. The fourth article is
entitled "Anahuac-Birthplace of the Texas Revolution," by
Mabelle Purcell. The fifteenth article is entitled" Pat and Kenneth
Cain - With Rocks in Their Heads," by Anna Trim. It is the
personal history of the author's parents, who are two
contemporary rockhounds in Alpine, Texas. The nineteenth
article is entitled "Custer's Last Stand," by S.M. Purcell. The
twenty-third article is entitled "James Dick, Concert Pianist".
This article and an accompanying photograph of James Dick
72 EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
(dressed in a tuxedo and seated with a concentrating demeanor at
a piano) were contributed by the James Dick Foundation. The
twenty-ninth article is entitled "The French Legation Carriage
House," by S.M. Purcell. The fifty-eighth article is entitled
"Cactus Pryor- He's So Funny He Hurts," by Jo Ann King. This
selection includes a photo of Cactus and Wally Prior courtesy of
the Austin Citizen. Although this article has been updated
"slightly", it was originally written in 1974 and was published in
the Texas Star (a Sunday newspaper supplement).
Many of the sources are questionable, at best. Considerable
information has been compiled from conversations and
newspaper articles that were never intended to be documentary.
Most of the photographs are not dated, and the captions are often
misleading as to the date of the photo. In addition, most of the
one-hundred plus photographs contain little of historical value.
In conclusion, it should be noted that this publication does
contribute to the history of Texas and "its peoples". However,
this contribution is very restricted and limited in most respects.
Duncan G. Muckelroy
Stonewal1, Texas
Twilight on the River. By Ilanon Moon. (Shoal Creek Publishers,
Inc., P.O. Box 9737, Austin, Texas 78766), 1977. P. 223.
$10.00.
Irrational French patriotism has always been an enigma, for
no people have been more consistently critical of their
government than the French. The Royal period in Louisiana
colonial history is a prime example of that contention. The
seemingly insensitive barter of Louisiana to Spain, in 1762, was
an ego-crushing experience for the loyal citizens. The futile hope
that France would reconsider, followed by the abortive effort to
end Spanish suzerainty through local initiative, was symbolic of
both misplaced loyalty and French idealistic irrationality. The
vigor of Colonial Louisiana lay not in the French system but in the
evolving Americanization of its people.
Ms. Moon chose to cover this period within the framework of
historical fiction, but the romantic plot proves to be the
unfortunate weakness of the work. The story line is slow in
developing and is suddenly terminated without an ending, leaving
one to wonder if there will be a Volume II.
The major setting of the story is the outpost of Natchitoches,
established in western Louisiana as a sign of French presence and
legal control. The citizens of that community were more
American than they cared to admit, but looked on their Spanish
,
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neighbors at nearby Los Adaes with Gallic disdain as well as
hostility. Considering the situation, one interesting revelation
which comes through is the amount of illicit but profitable
intercourse between the two outposts.
Into this setting comes Gaston de la Mignet, second son of
the Duc de la Mignet, unhappily exiled to Natchitoches direct
from the glitter of Versailles. Though Gaston clings to his French
heritage he is won over to the new vitality he finds in Louisiana,
and after an engagement to a girl representing Old France he falls
in love with a frontier daughter. The love story which evolves
includes tragic commitments, the traditional hot-blooded
Spaniard, hot-blooded Frenchman and not-blooded-but-pure
Americanized girl, and is altogether too predictable.
The major interest of the novel will not be fixed on the
diaphanous plot, but rather on the accurate portrayal of historic
events enmeshing Louisiana. Especially good is that portion of
the work pertaining to the traumatic transference of Louisiana to
Spain and the abortive effort to avoid that contract. The accuracy
of events, entwined with effective historical recreations of
meetings and conversations involving real characters, creates a
historic presence as commanding as this reviewer has ever
encountered. Even a Louisiana historian will have little about
which to complain, though some of the real characters develop
differently than commonly believed.
One of the few noteworthy flaws in Ms. Moon's work is her
failure to understand the historic reference to the Isle of Orleans.
This was a common term used from the earliest moments of
European intrusion. In 1699 the leMoyne brothers (Iberville and
Bienville) had found that it was easier to get into the Mississippi
River by sailing through a backdoor network; entering what is
now Lake Pontchartrain, moving up the Amite River, and
through Bayou Manchac. This route placed them in the
Mississippi River just below what is now Baton Rouge. From
there the voyagers could descend the River to the outlets, and
from there sail directly back to their ancorage at Ship Island.
Having circumnavigated the entire area it was logical to designate
that land as an island, and it was named the Isle d'Orleans. The
term remained a convenient designation to effectively delineate
the land on which New Orleans would be located. Thus it came as
a surprise when Chavin de Lanfreriiete, a leading citizen of New
Orleans and an Advisor for the Superior Council, denounced
Louis XV for being so ignorant as to think New Orleans was on an
island (p. 142).
Written from a strictly contemporary viewpoint, the work
constitutes a solidly researched slice of history underlaid with a
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love paean dedicated to French patriotism and incipient
American democracy. Those of us who enjoy history will
appreciate this little volume and recommend it to our friends.
Floyd M. Clay
New Orleans, Louisiana
American Higher Education in Decline. By Kenneth H.
Ashworth. (Texas A&M University Press, Drawer C,
College Station, Texas 77843), 1979. Bibliography,
Acknowledgments. p. 105. $7.95.
This small volume succinctly states the concerns of many in
higher education who believe that the American college
experience is declining in quality.
Dr. Ashworth has been candid in his description of a troubled
academe acknowledging that colleges must correct the abuses of
•'dishonesty in packaging and labeling, the production of shoddy
results, planned obsolesce, and living offgovernment subsidies in
the pursuit of the profit motive .... " However, as we look for
documentation to support these observations and the theme that
higher education is in decline, we find only the author's feelings
and personal philosophy. Little evidence is presented, and such
general statements as "The integrity of our colleges and
universities is under question" are made as self-evident truths.
One of the major criticisms of higher education raised by Dr.
Ashworth is the willingness on the part of colleges and
universities, as they pursue federal grants and dollars, to allow
federal bureaucrats to intrude into the internal operation of the
colleges.
While most administrators in higher education, as well as
leaders of business and industry, chafe under increasing
bureaucratic intrusion, it seems unfair to blame the pursuit of the
dollar as the single cause. Private and public institutional
autonomy is being eroded by federal law and the interpretation of
courts with the bases for intrusion being constitutional guarantees
rather than the receipt of federal money. It is doubtful that there
would be less intrusion if colleges and universities refused all
federal assistance.
Dr. Ashworth's solution to the problem of poor quality
caused by "non-traditional" approaches to education, e.g., off
campus courses, is to return to the "traditional university"
model. This appears to be less than satisfactory at a time when
there are increasing numbers of "non traditional" students - older
students, part time students and minority students. "We can't go
home again." Nostalgia for the "good ole days" may be shared
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by all in higher education, but it probably is not the best solution
to the problem.
A merican Higher Edacation in Decline is a thought
provoking book worthy of being read by those who are interested
in post secondary education. It certainly should help to fulfill the
author's stated intent "to stimulate the dialogue that will bring
about a rethinking of some of the processes of higher learning."
John T. Lewis, III
West Georgia College
Indian Silver Jewelry of the Southwest, 1868-1930. By Larry
Frank. (New York Graphic Society, 34 Beacon Street,
Boston, Massachusetts 02106), 1978. Photographs,
Glossary, Index. p. 214. $29.95.
Superb photographs, some in vivid color, showing fine
collections of "first phase" Southwestern Indian jewelry help
make this book extremely helpful to both novice collectors and
those knowledgeable in Indian Arts. The rare silver pieces,
photographed on backgrounds of early Navajo and Hopi
weavings, show the various stages of development in techniques
ofconstruction and decoration of the Navajo and Pueblo Indians.
A brief history of the Southwestern Indians helps explain
why their jewelry achieved a national cultural impact and thus has
been adopted as the only distinctive American jewelry. The
Navajos overcame defeat by U.S. soldiers and suffering from five
years of confinement. Their return to their homeland marks the
beginning of the first phase of Southwest Indian jewelry, as
chronicled by the author.
Mr. Frank recognizes factors contributing to world
recognition of the Navajo and Pueblojewelry making. He stresses
the Indians' appreciation of beauty and their ability to learn
jewelry making skills from Spanish, Mexican and Plains Indian
neighbors. Of interest to beginning collectors would be his
description of the jewelry's ". . . uniqueness, diversity,
vividness, reasonable price, and ... basic aesthetic quality." The
use of turquoise with silver, begun in the 1890s by the Zuni tribe,
is credited with ensuring the popularity of Indian jewelry.
Most of the book is devoted to photographs of outstanding
and famous collections, public and private. The carefully worded
captions provide a vast amount of information about techniques,
as well as making clear the technical terminology. Although
prices are not given, methods of dating early pieces would be
excellent resource material for appraisers and collectors. In fact,
the greatest significance of this book would have to be its use of
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the actual early jewelry which is so rarely found or recorded.
Sammie Russell
Nacogdoches, Texas
Black Art in Houston: The Texas Southern University
Experience. By John Biggers and Carroll Simms, with John
Edward Weems. (Texas A&M University Press, Drawer C,
College Station, Texas 77843), 1978. Photographs. p. 106.
$20.00.
This handsomely and generously illustrated volume teUs a
remarkable story: How, almost literaUy from scratch and in the
face of numerous handicaps, an estimable Department of Art has
developed at what was first Texas State University for Negroes
and then Texas Southern University. The principal personae in
the story are the painter John Biggers, a native North Carolinian
and a graduate of Hampton Institute and Pennsylvania State
CoUege who came to the university in Houston in 1949 as its art
department's first head, and the sculptor and ceramicist Carroll
Simms, an Arkansas-born product of Hampton and Cranbrook
Academy, who joined Biggers a year later. From the outset
Biggers and Simms tried to involve their few reluctant students in
modes of expression which would be directly and intimately
related to the circumstances of their lives as black Americans.
The best results of Biggers' and Simms' efforts are displayed in
approximately 125 photographs (mostly in color) of students'
paintings, pottery, sculpture, and textiles. As might be expected
from people seeking to express both a social and a personal
reality, Biggers' students have exceUed in murals; in fact doing a
mural on a wall of the art department has long been part of the
degree requirements in painting. If most of the mural work shown
in the present volume (including Biggers' own) is reminiscent of
the kind of social realism and paens to "the people" that were
popular in the 1930s, it still conveys a strong sense of collective
black identity-and often exhibits a great deal of talent. To a
considerable extent Simms' students have worked under the
influence of African themes and motifs, which have also
increasingly affected the personal creations of Biggers and
Simms. But whereas Biggers has been mainly a formal realist,
Simms has produced a succession of stunning sculptural
abstractions, mainly in bronze.
John Edward Weems' text is straightforward and
informative, generaUy free of the sentimentalism that might have
characterized an account of Biggers' and Simms' long struggle to
impart to a generation of CUlturally disadvantaged young men and
women both an artistic consciousness and the means of
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expressing that consciousness. The struggle still goes on, as was
evidenced in 1976 when some of TSU's finest student murals
were destroyed so that the university's new computer could be
shown off behind a big glass window. Yet despite such
philistinism and despite chronic underfunding and a variety of
other difficulties, art at Texas Southern University has survived
and even come to flourish.
Charles C. Alexander
Ohio University
Sam Acheson: Dallas Yesterday. Edited by Lee Milazzo.
(SOuthern Methodist University Press, Dallas, Texas
75275), 1977. Index. p. 403. $15.00.
Dallas Yesterday is a collection of newspaper articles on the
history of Dallas written between 1966-1972 by the late Dallas
Morning News columnist, Sam Acheson, and edited by Lee
Milazzo, Southern Methodist University archivist and Dallas
Morning News book critic. The Jno. E. Owens Memorial
Foundation, established in 1953 in memory of Owens, a
prominent Dallas banker, sponsored publication of the book
along with Owens' daughter, Mrs. Bruce Street, and her husband.
Dallas Yesterday is divided into eight chapters which cover
topics as diverse as "Civic Leaders and Local Landmarks,"
"Pioneer Churchmen," "Expanding Communication and
Transportation," and "A Nostalgic Potpourri." Each chapter
consists of short pieces loosely related to the chapter subject.
Acheson relied on published county histories, files of the Dallas
Morning News, and his own knowledge of the city to construct
his columns on the history of Dallas. As a result the pieces often
reflect the bias and "boosterism" commonly found in nineteenth
century newspaper stories and local histories. Thus we learn that
in 1846 citizens ofDallas county formed a company of minutemen
for protection against "raiding redskins" and "stood ready with
horse, ammunition, and provisions to join in hot pursuit and
chastisement of such lawless infiltrators." Native Americans
may demand equal time. Also, the book is filled with accounts of
the ci vic contributions of numerous famous and rich Dallasites
but offers no insight into the various human and environmental
costs of rapid economic and urban growth.
As might be expected in a book of this type the pieces vary
greatly in interest and quality and at times reflect the poor writing
often caused by deadline pressures. Dallas Yesterday compiles a
great deal of little known information, but its value to the serious
researcher is marred by the uncritical use of sources and the
absence of footnotes.
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For all its faults the book has a certain charm. Acheson
possessed an eye for interesting detail, a love for his city, and a
pleasing wit which illuminates Dallas Yesterday. Even when
dealing with the recent past, Acheson's approach remains that of
a nineteenth century gentleman, proud of his city and secure in
the belief that it must grow bigger and better with each decade.
Anyone interested in Dallas will profit from reading this book.
Those who enjoy nostalgia and the innocence of the last century
will find the work delightful.
Robert E. Zeigler
San Antonio College
The Military Presence on the Gu/fCoast. Edited by William S.
Coker. (Gulf Coast History and Humanities Conference,
University of West Florida, Pensacola, Florida 32504), 1978.
I1lustrations, Maps, Index. p. 178. $6.95 soft cover, $10.95,
hard cover.
This collection of essays, first delivered as papers at the
seventh Gulf Coast History and Humanities Conference, is so
varied in nature and content that few generalizations can be
applied. These articles are of consequence, however, to anyone
interested in the gulf coast region and its history, especially its
military history.
The collection of eleven articles is divided into three major
sections: The foreign military, the United States military and
military education, with the first section being the strongest and
the last the weakest. Although some of the articles are merely
talks, to which any data seems incidental, others contain genuine
research, useful information and meaningful insights.
The first section contains three articles--one each on the
French, the British and the Spanish-covering military activity
and organization prior to United States possession. All of these
show careful research and writing. The second section is less
uniform, ranging from a strong article by Robert F. Futrell on
training and testing at Eglin Field during the Second World War to
an article by Fran McKee on the naval air station at Pensacola.
The later article details only little information, and sounds for all
the world like the text of an old training/morale film. The final
section, dealing with military education, finds the authors
attempting to convince their audiences of the virtues of current
military educational programs. Virtues are, no doubt, there, but
the articles read like introductions to proposals seeking federal
grant money, and leave the reader with an impression that the
data is both highly selective and slanted.
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Despite some obvious shortcomings, always the case in
collections of this kind, the majority of the articles are both useful
and interesting, and make the work deserving ofconsideration by
those interested in the military experience in the gulfcoast region.
Carl L. Davis
Stephen F. Austin
State University
BOOKNOTES
Texas A&M University Press continues its fine work,
especially in publishing materials on the Big Thicket. Geyata
Ajilvsgi's Wild Flowers of the Big Thicket, East Texas and
Western Louisiana, and The Natural World of the Texas Big
Thicket, photographs by Blair Pittman with an Introduction by
William A. Owens, are recent examples. Both may be ordered
from the Press at Drawer C, College Station, Texas 77843. Wild
Flowers sells for $17.50 or $9.95 in paper, and Natural World has
a $22.50 price tag. The former should appeal mostly to scientists.
It contains a beautiful color photo section, but is mostly
composed of word description of the hundreds of wild flowers
which bloom in the Thicket. Each item contains latin species
identification, and a description of the leaves, inflorescence, and
fruit ofthe plants. Ajilvsgi is a vascular plant field taxonomist and
free lance nature photographer who has combined her
professional talents to produce an interesting volume on the
botany of the Thicket. Probably more of our readers will identify
with the beauty of Pittman's photos and Owens' introduction in
the Natural World. Most of the photos measure eight by twelve
inches, are perfectly lighted and focused, and capture the Thicket
exquisitely. It's a little like looking out a glass window, however.
Heat or misquitoes or swampy smells can not be produced in a
book, and the real thing sometimes look artificial unless one
knows the Thicket well enough to appreciate the pictures.
The A&M Press also produced two other books, quite
different from the above, but both interesting in their own way.
The Texas Gu/fCoast, Intrepretations by Nine Artists ($29.95),
included works of Al Barnes, Herb Booth, John P. Cowan,
Michael Frary, John Guerin, Harold Phenix, E.M. "Buck"
Schiwetz, Everett Spruce, and Dan Wingren. It also has an
Introduction by Leon Hale and a Foreword by Ann Holmes. It
features forty-five or so reproduction of the artists' works, with a
statement about his intrepretation. The Introduction is pure Hale.
Bill Brett's There Ain't No Such Animal and Other East
Texas Tales ($8.50) is also pure Brett. This master story teller
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strikes again, following the success of his Stolen Steers, an award
winner from a year ago. Brett's local color writing mark him as a
master of the style. Anyone who can read about "The Education
of Robert" without doubling up with laughter needs help.
Another "master" of East Texas literature, Francis E.
Abernethy, also strikes again with the Texas Folklore Society's "
publication Built in Texas (E-Heart Press, Box 8908, Waco
76700). Built in Texas ($24.50) contains a Preface by editor
Abernethy (In which the editor reflects upon his preambulations
and peregrinations), excellent black-and-white photos and line
drawings of Texas structures and structuring techniques, and a
variety of articles. For example, G. Loyd Collier wrote of the
cultural geography of folk building forms. The division on
"Methods and Materials" features articles by Ann Carpenter,
John O. West, and Terry Jordan, among others; "Style and
Form" contains articles by Ferdinand Roemer, Thomas Green,
Howard Martin, and T. Lindsay Baker, among others; and
"Barns", "Gates and Fences" - with a good article by Lonn
Taylor, "Holding Water," and "Restoration and Preservations,"
fill out the contents. If you are used to good work by Abernethy
and the Folklore Society, you will not be disappointed. This may
be their best yet.
Another kind of photo-and-text book, The San Antonio
Story (Centennial Heritage, Box 1620, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74101,
$19.95) is also available. The principle writer of its text, T.R.
Fehrenbach, tells the story of San Antonio, his city, from
founding to modern life in company with ten other writers and a
number of artists and photographers. San Antonio is most
Texan's favorite city (other than their own), and this book may
help explain why. San Antonio's age, romantic heritage, and
continued growth seem to epitomize the older Texas spirit.
Other publications of interest included the Stevenson Press's
Armadillo, compiled by Terry Peters (Box 10021, Austin, Texas
78766, $3.95). This slender volume deals with the physiology,
behavior, habitat, and evolution ofwhat has become virtually the
state animal. Who Are the Chinese Texans?, by Marian L.
Martinello and William T. Field Jr., especially for young readers,
is a publication of the Institute of Texas Cultures (801 South
Bowie Street, San Antonio, Texas 78205). This well illustrated
little book deals with the contribution of the Chinese to the
development of Texas. Campers will find useful the Gulf
Publishing Company's Guide to Texas Parks. Lakes. and Forests
(Box 2608, Houston, Texas 77001, $5.95). This book is chocked
full of maps of various camping locations which direct you to the
area and then suggest various activities. Charts indicate camping
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facilities, and provide useful geographical information.
Guides of another sort are James H. Conrad's Texas
Educational History, A Bibliography, available from the Gee
Library at East Texas State University. This is a most complete
bibliography of Texas educational materials. And the Ralph W.
Steen Library at Stephen F. Austin State University has also
published an interesting and useful guide, Nacogdoches County
Court House Records. 1787-1879, 1nventory and 1ndex, which
relates to materials on deposit in the Special Collections in the
Library. It was prepared by Linda Nicklas with Nancy Dickerson
and Linda Comingore.
Finally, our readers who do research will be interested in The
Writer's Resource Guide, published by Writers Digest Books
(9933 Alliance, Cincinnati, Ohio 45242, $10.95). This book is a
portable compendium of research sources for free lance writers
and anyone else who needs a handy one-volume directory offree
information on practically any subject. Almost 2,000 sources are
listed, completed with address of the source and a description of
the kind of information available.

